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Button up , noise affects your healtBj 


Kofie Attah 

Special to The Star 

INVENTION. TECHNOLOGY, radical changes 
in the world today. We turn a faucet, push a but- 
ton, a receiver and things leap into action. A cel¬ 
lular phone can carry voice communication to Jed¬ 
dah or further to Hong Kong. A satellite dish 
would bring your favourite TV program to your 
doorstep from New York. Sophisticated computer 
enable astronauts to link up with space platforms 
orbiting the earth. A drilling machine can break 
the hardest rock. 

These things conceived by man are almost 


incredible. Yet the side affects and risks they 
bring into being through immeasurable noises 
they emu cannot be ignored. Have ynu ever heen 
templed to ask that question? May be you should 
ask n now. Can ordinary noise affect my health? 

Researchers have found out that excessive noise 
can affect your health in several ways from inner- 
ear ailments to heart attack. A confirmed report 
indicates that manual labourers, factory workers, 
those with high stress job and people exposed in 
direct noise are more likely to contract headaches, 
high blood pressure and heart attack. 

Jordan may he one of the countries with a high 


standard of living and a good health record but 
may sulfcr in silence from noise risk. The phe¬ 
nomena exists in-many parts of the world but peo¬ 
ple in the third world without adequate measures 
to soundproof their homes and offices are gener¬ 
ally exposed in ihc threats of its pollution. 

Dr. F.R. Haddad a Urological surgeon in 
Amman who made a new medical discovery said 
“noise can be dangerous like any other form of 
pollution.'' He assessed that music, cspeciallv 
hard rock. TV and anything that disturbs one's 
nni.se liming can be dangerous. He disclosed that 

Continued on page 2 



Don't shout! Don t 
you know that 
excessive noise can 

affect your health !! 
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Exchange deal puts Yassin 
in Gaza as new power 1 

broker next to Arafat 1 

Analysts say Hamas ’ political role will be greatly enhanced |j| 
Netanyahu gravely weakened by bungled Mossad operation B B 
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By a Star Staff Writer 
and Combined Agencies 
CONCLUDING TWO weeks 
of cloak-and-dagger escapades, 
a complex deal was* worked out 
after the Israeli Mossad bungled 
an assassination attempt against 
Hamas leader Khaled Misha'i 
in Amman 12 days ago. Under 
the deal, the two captured 
Mossad agents were sent home, 
but at a heavy price for Israel. It 
agreed to release Hamas 
founder Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, 
who later returned to Gaza from 
Amman, in addition to releasing 
up to 70 Palestinian and 
Jordanian prisoners. But most 
of all the Misha'i Affair sent a 
severe blow to the credibility 
and prestige of Israeli Prime. 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Meanwhile, the tangled affair 
that began with the 
assassination attempt and led to 
Monday's prisoner exchange 
has yet to end. Analysts say the 
events of the Iasi two weeks 
have strengthened Hamas and 
gravely affected relations 
between Israel and Jordan. It 
also created a political crisis for 
the Netanyahu government and 
has overshadowed the 
resumption of 

Israeli-Pnlestinian peace 

negotiations after a six-month 
rupture. This is probably why 
Netanyahu hastened to arrange 
for a meeting with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
arranged by US Special envoy 
Dennis Ross early Wednesday. 

Netanyahu called His 
Majesty King Hussein Tuesday 
and promised to respect the 
peace treaty signed between the 
two countries. 

Sheikh Yassin. 61. a 
quudriplceic who formed 
Hamas—the Islamic Resistance 
Movement—in 1987. marked 
another in a series of emotional 
boosts for the faction in the last 
week, in Jordan and m 
Palestine. Smiling and wearing 
a white scarf over his head. 
Sheikh Yassin was carried in 
\i\s wheelchair into a crowded 
press conference held before he 
ieft Amman. He started with 
ipprerialien of the Jordanian 
kind hospitality- and then 
pressed the wish, for a peaceful 
neons to gain the Palestinian 
egitimate rights. 
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King relates details of 
Jordan-Israel contacts 
to defuse Misha 7 crisis 

AMMAN (8tar>—Addressing a public rally In A mman on 

- Wednesday, His Majesty King Hussein has made new 
revelations .related to the faded assassination attempt by 
Mossad agents against Hamas leader KhaUd Mishap two 
weeks ago.-The King and aD the contacts with concerned 
parties caBoentrated.au the priority of saving the life of the 
Jordanian titizm; Misha'X The King described the 
ioefienhas- ‘Sap'to all of ns, 1 * hut be stressed that the two 

- la^te^wereTreteasedin exchangeof&e fife of MasfaaT, 
the freedom -of Sheikh Ahmad Yassin and over 70 
JkmdamanajMlPalestmian prisoners. 

: VSptSakS^g^AlHusfieinSports City, KJngHnssein added 
that ^ concerned party Betrindtive incident presented all 
die. necessary faafpnnation, without which it would have 
. been, impossible to save-the life of Misha T. 

.Tbe Kjne.saki-Jordan insisted on understanding the 
A«4a^>af ; Cbe attack, during whida Misha’i was sprayed 
witii air unknown -chemical agent. 

. 'pbe fGng madc it:-dear: that while some details of the 
hkadent: were made pnbfic, <rthers bave not been disclosed. 
But , that israelPs prime minister, defence 


bri 29. September^Bye data after MkhaTwas attacked. The 
K^iadded'ifcat'he asked'His' Royal Highness Crown 
JRrh^/Hassan. to, tneet xritb thetn-Tbe King said the 
Israelis,apoto^zed for what has happened in Jordan, and 


The- Kihg also hnv^ed drat t&e Israefi Minister of 
Ariel Sharon, visited Amman on the night - 

of 4October and the result wa&fhe rdease oT 23 Jordanian 
priscwei^9rdf th^ were returned to Jordan last week 
ahd:Uk restreturned to their families in the West Bank. 
KTn p Hoadii ■ said another SO prisoners, who are also 
resideiife of . West Bank and Gaza, will return to their 
families sopn- The King said those released were in 
addition do those who are expected to arrive to Jordan 
withbi days represent aO the Jordanian detainees in Israel. 

The Kin g .' said Israel reaffirmed its obligation to 
resperimg thepeace treaty .to the letter. 

' The KIng.'a4ded -that it was not the first lime that 


^And we-renewed- flie call again until he was released and 
be got all the needed [medical] care and then he returned 

Continuedon page 2 


“We are peace seekers." he 
called on the world to help the 
Palestinian people to regain 
their right. If not- Sheikh 
Yassin promised that that there 
will be “no pause in the armed 
operations until the end of the 
occupation." 

In farther fallout from die 
affair. Canada’s government 
maintained a stem public 
stance after recalling its 
ambassador to Israel in protest 


of the use of forged Canadian 
passports by the captured 
Mossad agents. 

Foreign Minister Lloyd 
Axworthy. said his Israeli 
counterpart. David Levy, 
promised Sunday that he will 
investigate the forgeries and 
discuss a possible agreement 
between the two countries to 
prevent it from happening again. 
Axworthy said Levy expressed 
concern about the strain in 


Israeli-Oinudian relations, hut 
offered neither an apology nor a 
clear commitment to forbid any 
misuse of Canadian documents. 

The Canadian Sim newspaper 
claimed that "agents of the 
Canadian and Israeli security 
services met in .secrecy in 
Vancouver (Canada! on the eve 
of a bungled bid to assassinate a 
Hamas leader by two men 
carrying Canadian passports." 

However, "the rendezvous 
was described as a routine 
get-together in which the 
Canadian Security and 
Intelligence Service (CSIS^ a.*, 
its Israeli counterpan Mossad, 
updated each other on matters 
of common interest." 
Nevertheless it added "credence 
to a comment by Canada's 
former ambassador to Israel. 
Norman Spector. during a CBC 
interview in which he 
questioned whether Israel acted 
alone or Canadian intelligence 
authorities wens involved in the 
attempted assassination in 
Jordan." 

The biggest winner, by all 
accounts, has been Hamas. "If 
your enemy fails, it means you 
grow stronger." Hamas 
politburo member Mousa Ahu 
Marzook said in an earlier 
interview. “Now. after the head 
of our political bureau has been 
saved and the leader of Hamas. 
Sheikh Yassin, returns to Gaza, 
the Hamas organization will be 
stronger than any time before.” 

Sheikh Yassin relumed to 
Gaza in triumph, more like a 
conquering hero than the leader 
of one of the world's most 
feared Islamic movements. The 
revival has discomfited 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, who stayed away from 
Yassin's welcoming parly 
Monday. But it is all (he more 
painfal to Netanyahu, because 
his attempt to smite a deadly 
foe has rebounded so strongly 
against him. ■ 

Jordan-Hamas relations 

According to local analysts, 
the Misha'i gate, as the Israeli 
[ness dubbed it. and the release 
of Sheikh Yassin have 
uncovered the pragmatic face of 
Hamas. “Since it was founded. 
Hamas was a pragmatic 
organization and the only body 

Continued on page 2 
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Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh Ahmad Yassin (center) during his press conference which he held at Al Hussein Medical 
City before his departure to Gaza Monday,. He is flanked by Mousa Abu Marzouk (left) Khaled Misha'i and Mohammed 
NazzaL (Photo Fuad Jbour) 

Netanyahu and Arafat meet 
to ease tensions, resume talks 


By Rebecca Trounson 
OCCUPIED JERUSALEM— 
Israeli Prime Minister Benya- 
min Netanyahu and Palestinian 
Authority President Yasser 
Arafat held their first meeting 
in eight months early Wednes¬ 
day in a hid to defuse tensions 
that have brought Middle East 
peacemaking to ihc brink of 
collapse. 

The predawn .summit at the 
Ercz border crossing between 
Israel and the G;iz;i Strip was 
arranged by US special envoy 
Dennis B. Ross, who told 
'reporters laier it was "a very 
good meeting." Ross said the 
two leaders agreed w meet on a 
regular basis and 10 resume 
coniaels "on all levels between 
the two sides." 

“I think at one point they 
emphasized that they saw this 
as a new beginning between the 
leaders and. indeed, a new 
beginning for the (peace) pro¬ 
cess.” Ross said after the two- 
hour summit. The meeting, the 
first since February between 
Netanyahu and Arafat, could 
signal a thaw in the crisis that 


has afflicted peace efforts, 
which have been shaken by 
Israeli settlement building and 
Palestinian suicide bombings. 

It came one day after Ross, 
in the region to try to jump- 
start the long-stalled peace 
efforts, presided over a formal 
reopening of the negotiations. 
And it came against a backdrop 
of a political storm in Israel, 
where Netanyahu is facing crit¬ 
icism for a botched Israeli 
assassination attempt in neigh¬ 
boring Jordan. Israel Radio 
reported (hat Netanyahu 
pressed for ihe summit, per¬ 
haps to deflect attention from 
the growing scandal at home. It 
was unclear whether it would 
have that result or whether it 
could help get ihe peace pro¬ 
cess buck on track. 

On Tuesday, ihe spiritual 
leader of ihc militant Islamic 
movement Hamas received a 
steady stream of visitors a day 
after his return to the Gaza 
Strip following eight years in 
Israeli prisons. Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin also floated a condi¬ 
tional proposal for a cease-fire 


with Israel. While Israeli offi¬ 
cials immediately rejected spe¬ 
cifics of the heavily qualified 
offer by Yassin, they welcomed 
it in principle, noting that the 
proposal may indicate new 
openness on the pan of Hamas 
to reach an eventual accommo¬ 
dation with Israel. 


“Il has a certain significance 
because it's coming from Yas¬ 
sin." said David Bar-1 Han. a 
senior aide to Prime Minislcr 

Bcnyamin Netanyahu. “And if 
it indicates a change in posi¬ 
tion. we welcome it very 
much.*' Bui Bor-Ilian called the 

Continued on page 2 


Campaigning begins this 
week in earnest 

AMMAN (Star(-Tomorrow will be the first day for candi¬ 
date registration for the 4 November general elections. This 
process will last for three days. The registration period also 
marks the beginning of election campaigns. 

“Everything is ready at the Ministry of Interior, althongfa 
the first day of registration , Friday, will be a holiday but 
we will be in our offices,* 1 said Dr Hashem Al Sabbagh. the 
general secretary of the ministry told The Star. 

Candidates must be Jordanian citizens, aged 30 years or 
older, and should not have a criminal record. They should 
be registered voters and do not belong lo a banned group or 
organization. 

Dr Sabbagh said he expected a large number of candi¬ 
dates to register to compete for the 80-seat Lower House. 
Many women candidates are also expected to register. ■ 


Saigon by any name lives on 


By David Lamb 

HO CHI MINH CITY. Viet¬ 
nam—OK, so it isn't Saigon 
anymore. But hold the obituar¬ 
ies. Good times are here again. 

Strip away the 
veneer of com¬ 
munism and ■y ey erj’ 
there, among IX 
the ghosts of WW 

farm£ aSL war- p{ 0 H O T t 
time capital * 

st ili has the 
heart of a hus¬ 
tler and die 
soul of a damsel. 

Actually, the name Ho Chi 
Minh City never caught on in 
the fiist place. It was hke turn¬ 
ing Boston into John Fitzgerald 
fennriy City, it m ' 

»um) right. It BW™ 1 “P "° 


images of Graham Greene on 
the Continental Hotel’s 
veranda or tamarind-shaded 
boulevards or lazy summer 
days around ihe pool 
ar the Cercle Spor- 

f tif. Ir didn’t even 
carry a whiff of 
the war that so 
shaped the city’s 
character. 

So Saigon, in 
n . r + casual conversa- 
U I l tion if not official 
terminology, con¬ 
tinues to be Sai¬ 
gon to most 

Vietnamese- 

But by whatever name, great 
chances are sweeping across 
this % of 5 milhon inhabi¬ 
tants. The odd union of com¬ 
munism and capitalism has 
Sashed the entrepreneurial 


spirit and creative energy of a 
postwar generation, and Ho 
Chi Minh City is throbbing to 
the beat of jackhammers and 
late-night discos. The peace 
dividend, at lasL is drawing 
compound interest. 

“Times are good, no doubt 
about, it" said Nguyen Van 
Tran. 22. who has opened a 
shop specializing in imported 
food and liquor. “You cun 
smell the opportunity. There's 
money around." 

Across from the remodeled 
Majestic Hotel, on ihe far 
banks of the Saigon River— 
where Viet Cong guerrillas 
used to move freely" through 
shantytowns—towering neon 
signs blink out a red-leuered 
message for the future: Hitachi 
...FujL.Compaq. Their reflec¬ 
tion shimmers across the night- 


lime waters, bathing anchored 
freighters and gliding sampans 
in an eerie glow. 

The placards of progress, or 
at least change, arc everywhere. 
Construction cranes perch atop 
half-finished office high-rises 
like giant hirds. A Marriott, a 
Hyatt and a Ramuda Inn are 
going up. and a Hard Rock 
Cafe is coming. Honda motor 
scooters choke the avenues, 
and the endless bars on Tu Do 
(Freedom) Si reel (now named 
Dong Khui. or Uprising)— 
where GIs once bought “com¬ 
fort ladies" $5 shots of "whis¬ 
key" that were really just lea— 
have given way to shops adver¬ 
tising products made by Car- 
tier. Rule*. Christian Dior. 

Designer jeans with u cell 
phone in the hip pocket have 
replaced ihc ao dai. the Hewing 


women's garment worn over 
tight pants, as Generation X's 
favored style of dress. Caviar is 
as easy to find as rice. Plans are 
under way lo open u stock 
exchange (even chough only 2U 
of the 6,000 slate-owned enter¬ 
prises in the city have been pri¬ 
vatized!. and huge crowds of 
shoppers are already flocking 
to the country's first air- 
conditioned mall. the 
Superbowl. 

If any proof is needed that 
Ho Chi Minh City is the engine 
driving Vietnam’s transition to 
a free-market economy, here's 
some evidence: The city con¬ 
tributes one-third of both the 
national budget and industrial 
output. The per capita income 
($1,000 a year) is three times 
the national average. Seventy 
percent of US economic activ- 





Scooters buzz down a Ho Chi Minh City street, photo by 
David Lamb 


ily in Vietnam and 33 percent 
of foreign investment are cen¬ 
tered here. One thousand for¬ 
eign companies are repre¬ 
sented. The number of 
Americans living here has 
grown in less than three years 
from 300 to 3.000. 


Bui although Vietnam is one 
of the last surviving Commu¬ 
nist stales and the party 
remains well entrenched, par¬ 
ticularly in rural areas, the 
country's real ideology has 

Continued on page 2 





















2 THE STAR 


~ Y £ 4 . : -' 


O 


R 


D 


Arabian thoroughbreds have 
their day at the Royal Stables 
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By Ibtisam Awadat 

Special la The Star 

A THREE-DAY event of excitement and 
challenge to choose the most beautiful 
Arabian thoroughbreds was held at the 
Royal Racing Club in Al Hummar Iasi 
week. The event, the Eighth Arabian 
Horse Festival ‘97. was 
held under the patronage 
uf..HRH Princess Alia 
bint Al Hussein. 

iTbe festival was orga¬ 
nized by the Royal Jorda¬ 
nian Equestrian Federa¬ 
tion (RJEFl in 
cooperation with the Jor¬ 
danian Royal Society for 
Arabian Horses. Princess 
Alia, who is the president 
of the RJEF. also headed 
the organizing commit¬ 
tee. The festival was 
inaugurated in the pres¬ 
ence of HRH Princess 
Zein bint Al Hussein. 

Sharif Jamil Ben Naser, 

Prince Asem bin Nayef 
and the Ambassador of 
the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates in Amman Mr 
Ahmad Al Za'abi. Many 
Arab and foreign visitors also attended. 

in the opening day. camels, (the 
Hajanaj, alongside the horsemen of (he 
Public Security DepL took part in a mag¬ 
nificent display of skill that was pleasing 
to the crowds. It was a display that 
involved action and danger at the same 
time, but the horses were well trained for 
the event. 

The rest of the day. Thursday, was spent 
on finalizing the registration of horses into 
different categories It was noted that the 
level of participating horses, this year, is 



Princess Alia bintAl Hussein 


much better than last year. Princes Alia 
told 77k' Slur. She added that she was satis¬ 
fied with the high level of the different 
competitions. 

The Princess added competing horses 
are of a very high standard, this was shown 
by the points the horses made and the med¬ 
als obtained most of which is silver and 
gold, pointing out that 
even the horse which 
came in the sixth posi¬ 
tion got high marks. The 
princess said she was 
grateful to the UAE 
Equestrian Federation 
which supported the fes¬ 
tival. and also the differ¬ 
ent establishments in the 
private sector. 

*1 am so happy with 
the participation of 
Syria. Palestine and 
United Arab Emirates 
and the other delega¬ 
tions from Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain. Egypt, and 
Iraq,” Princess Alia 
said. “I am satisfied 
with the media cover¬ 
age which contributed 
much in inviting more 
people to watch and 
have fim. Also we must say that the judg¬ 
ing session witnessed a high participation." 

The panel of judges included experts 
from Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and Jordan in 
addition to Australia. France, Poland and 
the United Kingdom under the supervision 
of the international expert Peter Upton 
who is no stranger to Jordon. 

He said “when we give points to horses 
wc take three things in consideration, the 
high quality or the type, the head and neck, 
the body, the legs and topline." 

“We also take into account the move¬ 


ment.” Mr Upton said adding that the 
horses are of first class, many of them 
would be champions anywhere in the 
world. 

Winner of the Middle East Champion¬ 
ship was Jcrash, which is a stallion owned 
by Princess Zein and her husband Mr 
Mujdi Al Saleh. He won the title for the 
fourth time in a row. Princess Zein 
announced that Jcrash will retire after this 
event and will be kept fur breeding. 

The results for the beautiful horses in 
the Middle East Championship were as fol¬ 
lows: In the Junior Female Category, the 
first winner is Kanima from the United 
Arab Emirates. Al Furat. a horse from the 
Royal Stables won the Junior Male 


Category. 

In the Senior Female Category. S.B. 
Wcsama. a marc from Netherlands won 
first place. 

There were other competitions such as 
the most heauliful heads of female horses, 
which was won by AI Hnmama. owned by 
the Royal Stables. Skad Silly, owned by AI 
Khcir Stables won first prize for the male 
category. 

The three-day event offered a dressage 
competition in which four Jordanian junior 
riders participated. 

Princess Alia also opened the photo 
exhibition hy Ibrahim Shabby and Zohrab 
which depicts the Arabian horses and the 
Jordanian landscopc. ■ 



Button up, noise affects your health! 


Continued from page 1 

men exposed to noise over a 
long period may likely be vic¬ 
tims of high blood pressure 
and even heart attack because 
of the tension that their noisy 
environment creates. 

Experts say tension can, as 
well as causing diabetes, is 
responsible for stress, and 
blood pressure which work 
together to worsen athero¬ 
sclerosis. ”U’s painful when 
people don’t realize how dan¬ 
gerous it is to live in noisy 


surroundings," says Dr 
Haddad. 

The highest increase of. 
noise risk is found at con¬ 
struction sites. In the wake of 
the rapid developments in 
Jordan, many construction 
workers would likely attract 
ear disorders, chest pains and 
related noise sickness. 

Mr Mahmoud Salahat of 
Masor Co., the contractor in 
. charge of the Wadi Haddadeh 
Bridge and Tunnel project 
says "noise is a real serious 
problem. I have troubles with 


my cars. The doctors says my 
left ear pressure is not 
normal.” 

Mr Salahat controls the 
project and should always be 
at the site. “We work with 
different machines and each 
one makes a lot of noise. 
Some of my workers also 
complain of ear disturbances 
and headache," continued Mr 
Mahmoud. “With no concrete 
disposition in sight to control 
noise and to identify the harm 
it can cause to our health, the 
noise disorder rate is twice 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 


A British Research Institute based in Amman seeks a 
PUBLIC RELATIONS ASSISTANT 
for part-time employment starting in December 1997 
Applicants most be: 

* fluent in written and spoken Arabic/English 

* computer literate with experience of desk-top publishing and 
ACCESS data-base 

* qualified in design and/or marketing 

Only qualified applicants should send their GV. in English with 
two references to the following address, not later than 31 October, 
1997. 

BIAAH 

P.O. BOX 519, Jubeiha 11941 - Ammon Fax: 06 837197 


MISSING MAID 



Rachel Labican. fflippino maid 
left for employer house on 
5.07.1997 who is keeping her or 
knows about her. should report 
it to Zahran Police Station or bear 
all legal responsibilities. 



CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


A new program is now available at your 
comfort. You can in One day 3-Tld 
within few hours arrive at, Lamaca 
Amsterdam, Athens, Bahrain, Beirut, 
Damascus, Dubai, Frankfurt, London, 
Manchester, Moscow, Paris, Rome, Zurich 
and Tel Aviv. 

In addition to ordinary trips to 20 cities all 
over the world. 

Departure from Amman at 6.50 a.m. arrival 
at Lamaca 8.15 a.m every Saturday and 
Wednesday. 

Departure from Lamaca 10.15 p.m. and 
arrival to Amman at 11:35 p.m. every 
Tuesday and Friday. 
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CYPRUS AIRWAYS 


For more details: Please contact your Travel Agent or Cyprus 
Airways Shmeisani Near Commodore Hotel TeL 700115- 
700264 Tehax. 700115, or our general Sales Agent-Petra 
Travel & Tourism Co. TeL 700760 - 700754 Fax. 701749 
IriJkHHkxsing Bank Conplex, TeL QMS 1627 / 8 Fax. 0W51628 


Cyprus Airways 

Tcp Service, first class (usury , 

JusSnsssmen ciass (ApoiSo) worid-wide 


£ Feel at 
jj Home with 
I Cyprus Airways 



that of other workplaces." 

■‘Until the public and the 
health establishments wake 
up to what noise cun do to 
harm our health, a lot of peo¬ 
ple may be admitted to hospi¬ 
tal for heart emergencies, 
some may die outside hospi¬ 
tal. Risks of pre-nuture 
death, child disability and 
cancer would become a bur¬ 
den. if the situation is not 
control now that is not too 
late." Dr Hadded suggested. 

Noise making is even a 
fashion, clapping and dancing 
amidst noisy music. A late 
night carousal that prevents 
the next door neighbor from 
sleeping is everyday life and 
part of the system. But this is 
where the risk lies. 

Noise is not an airbone dis¬ 
ease, it can easily be eradi¬ 
cated through awareness and 
education. Astonishing results 
are possible with preventive 
measures. 

Researchers discovered 
that people living in a calm 
environment are more often 
than not less less nervous 
than those in a noisy atmos¬ 
phere. Environmental factors 
are believed to play a big role 
in determining who is suscep¬ 
tible to live longer. ■ 
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Netanyahu and Arafat 
meet to ease tensions 


Continued from page i 

Hamas leader's conditions—a 
lull Israeli withdrawal from the 
West Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
East Jerusalem, the dismantling 
of Jewish settlements and the 
release of all Palestinian pris¬ 
oners— "totally unacceptable.” 

In comments to reporters in 
Guza City. Yassin and oilier 
senior Hamas leaders also 
emphasized that the group, 
whose suicide bombings have 
killed scores of Israelis, is not 
proposing a permanent recon¬ 
ciliation with Israel, "if Israel 
redeploys from Gaza and the 
West Bank completely and 
hands uhe territories) and 
(East) Jerusalem to the Pales¬ 
tinians and releases the prison¬ 


ers ... in such case we will stop 
the military attacks” Yassin 
said. “But it is just a temporary 
cease-fire." 

Abdel Aziz Rantisi. a Hamas 
political leader and dose aide 
to Yassin, added that the move¬ 
ment reserves the right to "con¬ 
tinue the struggle against Israel 
to free all Palestinian laud.” a 
reference to present-day Israel. 
Israeli and Palestinian offidals 
and political analysts are 
watching Yassin's words and 
actions for signs of what role 
he will play within Hamas and 
in the group's relations with the 
Palestinian Authority and with 
Israel. He is expected to rein- 
vigorate Hamas and to pose a 
formidable leadership chal¬ 
lenge to Arafat ■ 


King relates details of 
Jordan-lsrael contacts to 
defuse Misha’l crisis 

Continued from page 1 

to his family and land.” the King said. 

In exchange for all of this, the King said, the two [agents] were 
released. The King said “the weapon used in the attack was not 
found... which could enable us to take further judicial measures, but 
tills will happen if any incident is repeated." He said the firsL 
consideration was to save the life of Misha'l. 

“During my talk with an international important personality who 
had a role in defusing this crisis. I said the life of the peace process 
is linked tn the life of this Jordanian," the King said. 

The King reaffirmed Jordan's commitment to a comprehensive 
and just peace and its support for the right of Palestinians on their 
national soil. 

The King said that 48 hours before the incident- he had written a 
letter to the Israeli prime minister to suggest to him the possibility of 
u dialogue between Hamas and Israel. But later the Israeli premier 
claimed that the letter did not reach him on time. ■ 


Celebrate in Style 



Oktoberfest at 
the Inter- 
Continentaf has 
always been 
marked with 
dazzling celeb¬ 
rations and this 
year is no 
different. With 
authentic 
German cuisine 
and beer , not to 
mention a live 
band from 
G e rmany and 
games, you are 
sure to be capti¬ 
vated by the 
lively spirit of this 
traditional 
festivity. 

Date: 15 & 16 Oct. 97 
Ticket price: JD 30 
Inclusive per night 


for more information, please dial $41361, ext. 2141. 


Yassin new 
power 

Continued from page 1 

that was keen to push Hamas 
away was Mr Arafat because he 
wanted no competition." Dr 
Labeeb Kamhawi said. 

“Even at the height of 
tension, Hamas always adopted 
a pragmatic stand and separated 
the political ftom the military,”, 
he added. “Hamas does not 
warn to destroy Israel -4tt- has 
never said so.” 

He added that Hamas 
employs the military option to 
serve its political program. 

However, Mr Ghazi Al Sa’di, 
an expert in the 
Palestinian-lsraeli conflict 
disagreed. “1 do not think Hamas 
wilt stop its attacks because 
Israel will not accept any trace 
with Hamas. It will continue to 
hit against Hamas inside and 
outside Palestine," he said. 

"It is possible that there is a 
thinking in Hamas to play a 
political role in the peace 
process, bur Israel will reject 
that,” Sa'di said. 

Jordan and Israel confirmed 
that Hamas had offered a hiatus 
in attacks in return for dialogue 
a day before Mossad agents 
attacked Misha'l. "It is possible. 
In politics everything is 
possible." Sa'di said. 

He added that Hamas 
believes its involvement in this 
process will achieve what 
Arafat has failed to achieve. 
However, he added “I do not 
think Hamas will commit a 
political suicide as a result of its 
political stands.” 

On his side Dr Kamhawi said 
the beginning of talks between 
Hamas and Israel is a matter of 
time. "It is now a matter of 
when and after what pretext 
Hamas would go into dialogue 
with the Israelis and what kind 
of Israeli government that 
would launch dm dialogue." 

On the other hand, the events 
of the last two weeks brought 
under scrutiny the 
J ordanian-Hamas rapport. 
Jordan has always confirmed 
that it recognizes the PLO and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority as the political 
representatives of the 
Palestinian people. Still Jordan 
has tolerated the presence of 
Hamas leaders on its soiL 

Analysts believe that Hamas 
was playing on two tracks: 
firstly, it would maintain good 
relations with Arafat; secondly 
it would protect its interests 
with Jordan while sending a 
message to Arafat that they 
could easily replace him. 

Jordan, some analysts 
believe, is keen to maintain 
special relations with Hamas, to 
balance the influence of 
Arafat’s Fateh movement and 
to secure a say in future plans 
concerning the West Bank. 

"Jordan has always 
maintained special ties with 
Hamas in order to use it against 
any possible infringement by 
the PLO into Jordanian politics 
or just to keep Arafat on his 
toes in order to maintain a 
greater role for Jordan in the 
future of the West Bank." said 
Kamhawi 

Kamhawi concluded that 
'time will prove that if this 
marriage of convenience carried 
a laige dowry or not.” ■ 
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always been , hatioraliaa:jt 
The urban pfftpgfldCGg 
ation has little iMgefrjjti?* 
politics or . comimasSBt.' 

What j;driv» r; M$r!“ 
Rlrndstohst»siw^e5l 
education, kirawiedg^ 
financial success, 

rwhaititis. _ 
has,- and 

opportunity;' said-' Hit' 1 
Khouch, 65. a-profess 
of history at Ho, Chi^Mra 
University. "We.i . 
ahead to war. They Td&k 
ahead to peace. .]Fwy?fe£ 
much more independent,; 
dynamic.; jdreatiyfe 
their fathers; 
don’t' want to 
subjects we dk^rrHistoty^ 
philosophy, podry-'..T3»; 
majors they’re cbooacfe; 
now are business;' \,§c^C 
nomics. EngfishJaftgtia 
computer sciences.' 

Over its 300 -yeais:^ 
history, Ho Chi ,-Minfa 
City has had at least eight"' 
names and!. has^'Jopg! 
marched to its owndrpiri-A 
mer. Although most 
namese look to Hanot ther^ 
political and ini ^ 
capital, ’ with- the? ’isjpijcr' 
sense „ of Cpndness'-. the';. 

French have -for ;Paril^ 
Saigon/Ho Chi Mtnh:;ha$ji 
always been whener ihSf 
action is. If Hanoi js!Sa\t> 

Lake City, proper;'and.;:. 
strait-laced. Ho Chi Mtn&' 
is New Orleans.jfTasb^ 
and a bit wicked. / 

The .city' asjit rs : today 
evolved cun Of -swamps 
and marshland after";£be;. 
French arrived as 6ofei£z^£ 
ere in 1859. Uring:fra£3pdv_^^r 
labor, France filled"' lit,- 
canals, buik wide -bdaW ^I 
vards. glitzy - ; .ea&jjtis,> 
exclusive sporting clubfe," 
grand villas landscape^3^?% 
with palm trees; rcathe^J^" ,If 
drals and a staie opi^h- ^) 
factory at 74 Hat'Bari; 

Trung St. Saigw^to: 

French city ..ilawpmg- 
alone out of a' 
swamp," one' writer.taB^:^^^' 
it— became the capital of 
French Indochina and^ 
city nearly as beloved b£- 
the French as Paris ilsdljY 

Hardly more than':-a 
decade after the FrenpS 
left—hr HW4, ; 'with*lfl»e; 
fall of Dien BJeii Phu -£k 






new war was under wayH; 5^-.' 
and hordes of America®# 
had turned Le Lot ahil tv 
Nguyen Hue streets into‘ j£« 
sort of mini Fort Bragg;? gfT- 
The black market thrived^ 

VpnHftn: hlanlfMpH ' tflB*' r> 





Vendors blanketed , the? 
sidewalks. ProstitutiqaJ^^,. 

flourished. Capitalism, iir r ap.-: 
its most conspicuous- 
least attractive form. - 

arrived. 

Ho Chi Minft City's# 
transition- from wartime!; 
turmoil to peacetime pros?;j 
perity has not come wftlt* 
out peril. Numerous tugji-K 
profile business tyCOoas^Jk^-: 
have crashed, broag^£*^~‘ 
down by inexperuuK&^ 
mi smanage ment and ibe f 
government's . favoritism-. 5 *-' ri * 
toward state-owned, ven-ij 
tunes. Corruption'is; ■so 
widespread that ~pmany 4 
Vietnamese cannot get 
bank loan without- dis—- jr-tr 
pensing bribes. Poliutioqf'.: 
unemployment, chaotic' J Spky 

traffic and a widening gap. ., J; v i 
between rich and poor all \ 
trouble city planner*; 

Petty—but seldom yio-i; '£&• 
lent—street crime is so;/.f^ «r ; 
common that hoods 
advise guests not to veo- • .| 
lure out with jewetryr-* 
watches, money or any^.j 
thing of value. The sauIt. ” 
ing, dirt-poor cyclo driver;-. 

(very possibly a former-; 

South Vietnamese soF 
dier) who offers to peddje^ 
you around the city in the^ 
carriage attached to hisr. 
bicycle turns into : a>- 
demon once you are hisTV 
passenger, refusi ng tp/£ 
stop at your hotel until 
price is • negotiated'^ 
upward. Old women ridj^ 
conical hats brash ini^f 
cemly against you on thefjf^, 
street—and pfffft. os if tick 
magic, the Mom Blanc' 
pen in your shirt .pocket^ 
disappears. * r .'£ 

Western econo roisS-C 
note that the burgeoning'.* 
opportunities of a freer'- 
market system, officially! 
adopted by Vietnam;jit.; 

1986 and bolstered 
lifting of the US-itfad^v 
embargo in 1994, havfcj; 
made it difficult for tHe-^!;,.. 
city and state con^papresr-^TA 

to attract capable admiiii?^. 

trators. most of whom can:;-; 
find greater rewards in 
private rector. To the difr 
appointment of . fonagtt’ 
investors, Vietnam last 
year reaffirmed its 


mitment to focusing “iB^ 
energies on reviialiang v 
stale-owned enterprises.;^ 

LA Tortes-Washatgum 

News Senate f j. 
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Aw unconventional 
report on Jordanian 
news and views edited 
by Marwan Al Asmar 


The candidate and the voters! 



>«. . i »•». 


King Hussein’s humanitarian gesture 

M His Majesty King Hussein has offered to pay the medical 
expenses For the treatment of Syrian poet Nizar Qabbani. 
who is recovering from a heart attack in a London hospital. 
The King asked Jordan's ambassador to Britain, Fuad 
Ayoub. to visit the poet and inform him that His Majesty 
will pay the hospital's medical bill. King Hussein wished 
the poet a speedy recovery. 


The first to go from the movement 

■ The Muslim Brotherhood is to expel two of its leading 
members for failing to abide by the movement’s decision to 
boycott the November parliamentary elections. Both 
Abdallah Al Akieleh and Mohammad Al Hajj have said that 
they will run for rr-election come what may. Earlier this 
week, the Shura Council of the Muslim Brotherhood said 
Ihul anyone who goes against the boycott decision will be 
expelled from the movement. This of course means that 
Nawal Al Fouri will also be expelled from the movement if 
she goes ahead with her decision to run for the elections. 


Naming Amman 

■ Better late than never. The Names and Numbers DepL of 
the Greater Amman Municipality (GAM) has been drawing 
up plans to give names to roads and streets in the city. More 
than 7.000 names arc now on the agenda. Head of the 
department. Marwan Alyaan says that this means that 80 
percent of the roads in the capital will now be named. 
GAM's next step is to start putting these names on road 
.signs. Giving names to the roads in Amman doesn't appear 
to he a new thing. The project has started as early as 1987. 


Taxis on the loose 

■ How much more can the country lake! Sixty more taxi 
offices are being established around the Kingdom. The 
owners of these offices have already applied for licences 
way back in June 1996. It is only lately, however, that 
Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid has given the go-ahead 
for these offices to operate. About 35 of the offices are in 
the Amman Govemorate alone. 


Jerash inan goes on hunger strike ■ 


■ A man -fiviu - Jeiash SuigeU a une-day hunger strike 
outside the Ministry of Education in Amman last week. He 
said that he did .this because he believes that bis right to 
appointment in the Jerash Educational Directorate was 
unfairly lost The Civil Service Commission in Amman 
appointed another applicant, but the man believes that the 
post should have gone to him. 


With a little help 

■ The government is being ever so kind in helping 
candidates in (heir preparations for the coming elections. Its 
recent decision to exempt from taxes the “apparatuses” and 
“instruments" used in the elections campaign as something 
of a novelty. But this is of course good news to any 
would-be election seeker. 


NGO*s and regional cooperation 

M A three-day regional conference, titled “Cooperation 
between NGOs and its Role in the Development Process in 
the Middle East” has just ended in Amman. Organized by 
the Friedrich Naumann Foundation in Amman and the 
Beirut-based International Management and Training 
Institute, the workshop focused on the NGO sector in the 
reeion. The event is pan of the BUNIAN program which is 
"European Union co-financed NGO program that is 


designed to enhance the capacities of the NGOs through 
managerial training. Representatives from Jordan. Egypt. 
Palestine. Syria and Lebanon attended the conference. 


Media gaze 

■ A two-day conference on the "Media and press freedom 
in Jordan” is due to be held berween 28-29 Octet** in 
Amman. Al Urdun Al Jadid Studies Center, the Arab 
Center for International Media Studies and the 
London-based Article 19 (International Center Against 
Censorship) are organizing the event. 


Medical conferences 

■ The fifth Jordan-German conference and 25th venue of 
" e Jordanian Surgeons Society is stating on 13 October at 
me Royal Cultural Center. There are 50 speaahz^worfang 
mnS W be presented in the three-day event These deal 
wittTwhai is known as public and private surgery. Delegates 
from Syria. Iraq. Lebanon, Palestine, Eppt, Germany, 
France and Britain will take partmthe event 
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His Majesty King Hussein extended thanks to the Jordanian people and said that this country will remain at the heart of 
the great Arab nation to face the future challenges and work for the welfare of the coming generations. Addressing a 
public rally in the Cover norate of Amman held at the Al Hussein Sports City Wednesday, the King urged Jordanians to 
shoulder their responsibilities and choose their representatives in the coming parliamentary elections to the next Lower 
House. He said Amman will always be open to all peoples from different roots and origins. The King said Israeli leaders 
have pledged that they will never allow a repeat of the incident two weeks ago when Mossad agents made an attempt on 
the life of a Hamas official in Jordan. 


AMI seeks to put journalism 
profession on the right track 


AMMAN (Star)—Despite the 
suspension from publication of 
13 weekly newspapers last 
month. Jordan's press body 
may have a reason to celebrate 
after alL A new monthly peri¬ 
odical focusing on Jordanian 
and Arab media has made it's 
debut last month. 

Al Mashreq Al Ham. which 
is edited by Samir Barhoum. is 
no ordinaxy publication. It is a 
periodical specialized in local, 
regional and international 
media affaire. What's more, it 
is reputed to be one of a kind in 
Iordan and the Arab world. 

Al Mashreq Al I'lami. was 
licensed this month as “a spe¬ 
cialized publication." in accor¬ 
dance with the new temporary 
Press and Publications Law. it 
focuses on the practice of jour¬ 
nalism as a profession in the 
Arab world. 

It is published by the oewlv- 
esrablished Arab Media Insti¬ 
tute (AMI), which is a private 
non-governmental organization 
(NGO)—the Arab equivalent 
to international press NGOs 
such as Article 19. 

The first issue of the 28- 
page, tabloid-size periodical, 
provides an in depth analysis 
of the government's decision to 
suspend the publication of 
most weekly newspapers in 
Jordan. In addition it has sto¬ 
ries on the coverage of Prin¬ 
cess Duma’s death in the Arab 
press, including the recent pub¬ 
lic debate over the sensational 
press and paparazzi in the Arab 





media, and the question of 
whether “city” nr "rceionar 
newspapers can succeed in 
Jordan. 

The issue carries reports and 
commentaries on press cover¬ 
age of financial corruption in 
Jordan, press freedom and 
obstacles facing journalists in 
Egypt and oiher countries. Il 
has translated articles uum 
international publications with 
direct relevance to the situation 
in the Middle East. 

AMI is concerned with the 
study of the media and issues 
facing media practitioners in 
the Arab World. Also, the insti¬ 
tute will fight for raising pro¬ 
fessional journalistic standands 
and defending press freedom in 
Arab countries. 

The Amman-based AMI 
hopes to fill an institutional 
vacuum and contribute to 
reforms in Arab journalistic 
practices. 

“There is a need in the Arab 
world for independent media 


institutions, similar m institu¬ 
tions in the West and even in a 
neighboring country like 
Israel.” Mr George Hawaimeh. 
founder of the AMI and hoard 
member, told 77/.• Star. 

“We need institutions that 
look into the problems of the 
profession, look at journalists 
themselves, what kind ol obsu- 
eles they lace....freedom of 
expression and freedom of the 


press." he added. 

However, he said that “what 
we have in the Arab world 
today are merely syndicates, 
not independent media institu¬ 
tions established by the journal¬ 
ists to govern their own 
profession." 

Mr Hawatmeh. who is also 
the Chief Editor of the Jordan 
Times English daily, admitted 
that the institute’s mission will 
"be a tough one." 

“The press should govern 
itself. It should have a code of 
ethics to keep the government 
away from interfering in its 
business," he said. 

Despite marked political dif¬ 
ferences between Arab regimes 
and in the circumstances' gov¬ 
erning the press in Arab coun¬ 
tries. Hawatmeh said “that does 
not mean that Arab journalists 
should not work together, and 
make sure that journalism is 
practiced in the right way." ■ 


Edited by Rued Al Abed 


Hamas and Jordan: Amicable relations 
When it comes to relations bet ween. Jordan and Hamas’, 
one should not limit the scope of vision to the humanitar¬ 
ian dimension only, as Iasi week’s events have bhown. 
There are other elements which have to be reviewed in 
terms of their future prospects. This is what Ad Ous/our s 
Oraib Al Rintawi wrote in his daily column. 

Al Rintawi says "The distance between the ’humanitar¬ 
ian’ and ‘political’ dimensions tend to diminish, under cer¬ 
tain circumstances, giving the whole issue a new' 
perspective. 

A series of initiatives made by Jordan fall under the 
humanitarian dimension, says Al Rintawi. They include 
Jordan's role in securing the release of Dr Mousa Abu 
Marzouk . preventing his deportation to the Jewish state . 
the recent release of Shiekh Ahmed Yassin from prison in 
Israel and saving the life of Khaled Misha’1 after (he Failed 
assassination attempt on his life. 

So. definitely, Rintawi adds, the past week's events 
must have had a special political value as well. 

Hamas, for example, he says, has to bear the conse¬ 
quences of such a relationship, which requires a sort of 
political flexibility to make a change in its radical stance 
and its course of struggle. 

If such a change is made by Hamas leaders outside, as a 
result of repeated Jordanian gestures which include offer¬ 
ing sanctuary, will it also be the case with (he movement's 
leadership in the Palestinian territories 1 . 1 

How will Hamas, being the backbone of Palestinian 
opposition, react to the apparent and strong contradiction 
in its stances: It has the most cordial relations with Jordan 
and at the same time it is most critical of the Palestine 
National Authority. 

This is despite the fact that both sides have concluded 
peace accords w-ith Israel and shared the same political 
vision of a peaceful settlement. 

At Rintawi wonders if Jordan could also bear the conse¬ 
quences of the intense political existence of Hamas on its 
territory. Some believe, the writer adds, that the objective 
behind this approach is to create a balance between the 
existence of Fatah and other Palestinian movements in Jor¬ 
dan and Hamas inside Palestine. 


Politics rather than publicity stunts 


In his daily column in Al Ra’i. Tarcq Masarweh points 
out that all Jordanians and Palestinians were in need to feel 
and express that sort of great happiness for the return of 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin to Gaza and as well the return of 
Khaled Misha’l to his home. 

In the middle of a gloomy and depressing atmosphere. 
Masarweh says, we were strongly wailing for a candle to 
be lit. He says that il wax probably destined that Israeli ter¬ 
rorists would soon arrive in Amman...using forged pass- 
pons to commit a crime. However, the columnist wonders 
if Amman could have acted heyond its real power to get a 
much higher price for seizing the Israeli Mossad 
criminals? 

“Naturally." he adds. "Jordan could have used the 
opportunity to underline Israel’s slate sponsored terrorism 
and could have taken ihe criminals to court.” However, 
politics rather than theatrics dictated the next move. 
Masarweh says. "What would have followed the publicity 
stunts?" he asks. 

He defends Jordan’s action and says 'lei us admit that 
we have grown up under the influence of the media and 
heated speeches. But to what end had these guided us?" 
The writer adds: ’’We have ended up with a half century of 
defeats and we have paid a high cost in 1967. when we 
became prisoners of our publicity stunts.” 
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The Red Rose Is Now Open 


The Red Rose Hotel Suites have created some very 
distinctive accommodation. We spared no expense to 
produce one of the most luxurious all suites hotel In 
Amman. 









Great Location 


The Red Rose Hotel Suites enjoys a strategic 
location in Umm-Utheinah’s market street, a 
booming commercial and shopping center, only 
25 minutes away from Queen Alia International 
Airport, five minutes away from the city termi¬ 
nal and ten minutes away from the old city cen¬ 
ter. 


Comfort Hotel Suites 
Tel: 856184 
Fax: 865997 
e-mail: comfort(§Jgo.coin.jo 
www.comforts.com 
P.G. Box 850049 
Amman 11185 
Jordan 


Fivg; Good ‘Reasons To §>tay 
In i\ -fill Suites Hotel father 
Than Just fl Hotel 


1. All the comforts and convenience 
of home. 

2. Warmth and personalized ser¬ 
vice. 

3. Amenities and consistency of a 
large luxury Hotel. 

4. Peace and quiet: No banquets all 
nights. 

5. The price of an ordinary hotel 
room. 


Special 
introduc¬ 
tory offer 
J£> 35 ++ 
Single or 
double 
per suit# pjzr 


night, 
fill th£ 


Month of 
October 


Red Rose Hotel 
Suites 

Tel: 5522286 
Fax: 5514608 
P.O. Box 950504 
Amman, 11195 
Jordan 
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Our Say. 


, Israeli terrorism: Netanyahu unmasked 

v IT WOULD take some time for all the secret details surrounding the Mossad ftas- 
j co in Jordan to become public knowledge. But as more sensational revelations be- 
l gan to sink in. it became apparent that the decision to "liquidate" the political 
J leader of Hamas in Jordan was taken at the highest level possible in the Israeli 
; government. This was no rogue operation taken by Mossad agents behind the 
i prime minister’s back. The only scandal surrounding the so-called Misha'1 Affair 
t was that the assassination attempt had failed and two of the assassins were caught 
j by Jordan. 

* In fact., the decision to murder Misha'1 in Amman was taken by Prime Minister 

* Benjamin Netanyahu himself in spite of certain reservations by Mossad officials. 
? This was a state policy from top to bottom. 

1 Democratic countries do not consider the assassination of political opponents 
£ an official policy of the state. That's called state-sponsored terrorism. It is not dif- 
| fereht from any other form of terrorism. 

£ Two years ago at Sharm A1 Sheikh summit, Israel sought international commit- 
; ment to fight terrorism. That commitment did not give it the authority or the right 
! to violate the sovereignty of independent states, to forge Canadian and European 

2 passports, to kidnap political opponents, to torture and kill prisoners, to starve an 
» entire nation and deny it its political rights under the law. But Israel did all that, 
i The Misha'l Affair is only a case in point. It is not the exception for Israel which 
J sees itself above laws and agreements. 

5 Netanyahu's brand of state terrorism is worse than any kind of terrorism that af- 
i flicts the Middle East today. It is a disgrace for alt Israelis to be made accomplic- 
£ es in such heinous crimes. Where does it all stop, we ask? Where does Netanyahu 
» draw the line? What more can we expect of him? What differentiates him from 

* common criminals if he knowingly breaks laws, treaties and agreements and 
; hopes to get away with it? 

S The Israeli public must not allow such criminal behavior to pass unjudged. This 
» is a question of politics by other means, of waging a secret war in foreign capitals 
l and of recklessly fracturing a peace process that seems to have had enough. Israe- 
l Yi terrorism is not a minor issue on the agenda. It is the main issue today. 

How can we negotiate in good faith and honor treaties and agreements when 
even after the scandal, Israeli officials continue to boast that they will hunt down 
? their opponents anywhere? Does that mean that we can expect- more Mossad 

* agents with forged passports to drop in to shoot Jordanian citizens every now and 
then? 

Netanyahu’s irrational and dangerous policies go to prove that he is not a man 
to be trusted. The Misha'l Affair, and its consequences, has reshuffled the politi¬ 
cal cards again. The question is how can we deal with a man who lies and cheats 
and then expect him to honor bis word? ■ 


Letters to the Editor 


Canadian involvement 
with Mossad 

To The Editor, 

i The attempt to murder Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha’l by two Mossad agents in Jor¬ 
dan, using Canadian passports, has more than 
a passing similarity to past incidents. 
r In bet, one must question the active involve¬ 
ment of the -government of Canada, in assist¬ 
ing the murderers of Mossad. 

! Have you all forgotten the active involve- 
jnent of the former prime minister of Canada, 
Joe Clark, who wanted to move the Canadian 
Embassv hum Tel Aviv to occupied Jerusa¬ 
lem? 

Have you forgotten that it was the same Joe 
park, who personally issued six forged Cana¬ 
dian passports for use by the six CXA spies in 
hiding in the Canadian Embassy in Tehran? 

> Here in Canada, a former senior Mossad 
hgent, Victor Ostrovsky has admitted publicly 
to the media, that Mossad has a room full of 
Canadian passports, for use by its’ assassins. 


One must question whether Jews with die 
Canadian Ministry for External Affairs, with 
the full co-operation of the Canadian govern¬ 
ment, supplied the Canadian passports, to be 
used by the Israeli murderers??? 

Grosvenor International 
intergroup@Grosvenor.net 


Use of passports by 
Mossad not approved 

To The Editor, 

Thanks for having your paper on the Inter¬ 
net Also I hope mat Jordanians realize that 
dbe apparent use of Canadian Passports by 
Mossad representatives is not approved of fey 
Canadians. 


Ken Manning, 
Calgary f Alberta, Canada, 
manning @frceneLcalgary. abxa. 
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The Misha’I Affair: How 
Netanyahu managed to 
shoot himself in the foot 


By Osama El-Sherif 

•j , i/ 

IT HAD all the'eiertwnts of a 
best seller spy nOytek'Jji hi-tech 
murder plot mysterious assas¬ 
sins with forged foreign pass¬ 
ports staking- the political lead¬ 
er of a militant Palestinian 
group, a thrilling cor chase in 
the streets of Ammon followed 
by a fist fight and a police ar¬ 
rest This led to secret contacts 
and deals between governments 
and leaders leading to the his¬ 
toric release of Hamas’ _ 

spiritual leader from Is¬ 
raeli prison. .Arid, these 
are only the highlights. 

But this'was noclqaks 
and daggers- action 'mo¬ 
vie from Hollywood. As 
facts begafl to,^emerge, 
what was.^cst'te'rfjied as 
a “minor scuffled as ini¬ 
tially termed by the offi¬ 
cial Jordanian spokes¬ 
man, has turned out to 
be one of the most; sen¬ 
sational .undercover 
Mossad ' operations in 
years. I 

The implications of *| 

, the failed attempt on the 
life of the political lead¬ 
er of Homos. Khaled 
Misha'l. are yet to he J 

fully uncovered. The at- 1 

tack failed and as Mis¬ 
ha'l fought for his life at 
Al Hussein Medical 
City. His Majesty King . 
Hussein sought to con- Ij 
trol a crisis that was A 
threatening to drag the 
region into a new cycle V 

of violence. . a 

It is not yet clear how [ 

an antidote for the suspi- N 

cious chemical agent 
that was injected into 
MishaTs head by two 
Mossad agents was de- ggjj 

livened to Jordan. But 

high-level contacts be- - 

tween Jordan, which now had 
two of the six Israeli agents in 
custody, and- Israel resulted in 
some sort of a deal. Israel sup¬ 
plied die antidote and soon af¬ 
ter it agreed to pardon and re¬ 
lease tlie founding father of 
Hamas. Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, 
who was serving a life sen¬ 
tence in an Israeli jail. 

It did not stop there. Israel 
also agreed to allow Sheikh 
Yassin to return to Gaza and 
free some 22 Palestinian and 
Jordanian prisoners in return 
for her two agents. There was 
no way to describe Israel's hu¬ 
miliation as it celebrated its 
new year. The present that Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu was hoping to deliv¬ 
er to his people has turned into 
a curse. 

The botched assassination 
attempt and the arrest by Jor¬ 
dan of the two would-be assas¬ 


sins. who were carrying 
forged Canadian passports, 
sent tremors tn ail directions. 
At one level, it was a slap in 
the face of the Israeli govern¬ 
ment and its infamous Mossad 
secret service. On another lev¬ 
el. the incident threatened al¬ 
ready tense relations between 
Jordan and Israel, two coun¬ 
tries bound by a peace treaty 
that prohibited hostilities 
against each other. More seri¬ 
ously, the scandal infuriated 


gion could very easily cause a 
catastrophe through his reck¬ 
less policies. 

If Netanyahu appeared as 
the loser. King Hussein, on the 
other hand, emerged as a win¬ 
ner. He was able to contain a 
dangerous crisis and move 
quickly abend of everybody 
else. By securing the antidote 
from the Israelis, the King was 
able to save the life of Khaled 
Misha’l. No other man. could 
have arm-stronged the Israelis 


’ ■r '.'S 

111,-’**:*] 


I) % 


the Canadian government, 
which recalled.its ambassador 
in Tel Aviv for consultations 
and condemned the Israeli ac¬ 
tion. ' 

By mid-week the Mis¬ 
ha'Igate scandal, as the Israeli 
press called it. had turned into 
a major political bombshell for 
Netanyahu, who had author¬ 
ized the assassination mission 
against reservations by the 
head of the Mossad. 

The scandal has dealt a se¬ 
vere blow to Netanyahu at 
home. Many prominent Israeli 
figures have voiced their disap¬ 
proval of Netanyahu’s policies 
and called fora special investi¬ 
gation into the fumbled opera¬ 
tion. But most importantly. Ne¬ 
tanyahu was unmasked as a 
man who cannot be trusted: a 
dangerous man who in the eyes 
of leaders and people in the re- 


lo hand in the cure in the most 
critical moment. He was able 
to convince the Israelis to take 
fast measures to pacify Hamas- 
and its followers by releasing 
their ailing spiritual leader. 
Such quick and sober thinking 
on the King's part averted 
what could have mushroomed 
into a major catastrophe. 

But the Mossad operation 
has had its toll on relations be¬ 
tween Jordan and Israel. Netan¬ 
yahu will have to deal with the 
political fall-out of this embar¬ 
rassing scandal which came at 
a time when the United States 
was dying patch up a collaps¬ 
ing peace process. 

How can Netanyahu com¬ 
plain about Palestinian terror¬ 
ism when he was giving the 
go-ahead to his henchmen to 
carry out the assassination of a 
leading political figure residing 


By Christian Donmit 

IN 1977, Yitzhak Rabin re¬ 
signed as Prime Minister of Is¬ 
rael after ! his wife Leah was 
fined for holding-what was then 
described fas illegal accounts" 
in the US. Twenty years on. his 
successor Benjalmin Netanyahu 
clings on to power-as premier 
in spite of major scandals 
which seem to reoccur with de¬ 
pressing regularity. 

Ever since he took over the 
reins of government in Israel, 
there has been friction between 
the military and the political es¬ 
tablishment. This is because 
Netanyahu, the first directly- 
elected prime minister of Israel 
with enhanced power, is a man 
who rarely consults' ahy one be¬ 
yond his coterie of aides and 
followers. ' 

He often appears-tb take de¬ 
cisions on the spUr ’6f the mo¬ 
ment and army'officers have 
been complaining that lack of 
coordination is causing prob¬ 
lems- One example of this was 
the opening of the Jerusalem 
tunnel in September 1996. Top 
officers later said that this was 
undertaken without agreement 
from the military;. The tunnel 
opening led to violence which 
left some 80 people dead. 

There is disquiet within the 
armed forces abodt the way the 
peace process is being under¬ 
mined. In October 19% as the 
implications of Netanyahu's 
policies began to sink in, the Is¬ 
rael media published an unusu¬ 
al joint letter from 33 army of¬ 
ficers and soldiers who 
Complained that since the Li¬ 
kud Premier took office, “we 
get the impression that you are 
malting every effort, to drag us 
into an unjustified war and to 
melt any chance for peace...." 
This situation is no different to¬ 
day. 

Netanyahu does- not trust 
many of the top officers sus¬ 


pecting some of them of hold¬ 
ing leftist views. The highly 
popular chief of staff Gen. Am¬ 
iran Shahak, who served as a 
chief negotiator with the'Pales¬ 
tinian falls within this category. 
In December 1996 another sen¬ 
ior officer, Gen. Oren Shah or, a 
key peace negotiator resigned 
after being suspended for hav¬ 
ing held private meetings with 
opposition leader Shimon Peres 
without informing his 
superiors. As a result of pm 
the friction between the 
right-wing leadership 
and the military, senior _ 
Israeli officers began 
taking notes at all “high 
level meeting" with 
government officials to 
protect themselves from 
any controversies or 
conflicts of interest. 

Another recent exam¬ 
ple is the “Bar On Af¬ 
fair.^ In this scandaL, 

Premier Netanyahu was 
accused of conspiring to f 

appoint under-qualified i 

lawyer Roni Bor On as \ 

Attorney General. Ne¬ 
tanyahu was saved 
from criminal proceed¬ 
ings and a government 
collapse, only because y, 

Bar On’s replacement 
Riyakim Rubinstein did 
not find him culpable, | 

although a police inves- ' 

tigation recommended a 
charge be brought 
against die Prime Minis- 
ter. In 

Now. after 20 months (j 

of Netanyahu's govern- K 

ment and Mossad's K 

foiled assassination at- flg 

tempt of Khalid Mis- ^ 

ha*l, the Hamas leader leg] 

in Amman, the Israelis 
have realized how clev- 11 

er their prime minister tjg 

has been. A telegenic 
man who knows bow go ^ 
talk to the press remains 
oblivious to the fact that L_ 


he has put on weight and is no 
longer attractive to the Israeli 
public. _ 

On 8 September, two days 
before Mrs Albright's talks in 
Israel, Mrs Peled-Echanan, 
the mother of a 14-year old girl 
killed in a bombing on 4 Sep¬ 
tember, said: 

Tm very angry to think that 
my government betrayed 
me...they sacrifice our children 


Sooner, or later, 
I ni have to 
: make a move! 





in a friendly country? 

. Meanwhile, the triumphant 
-return of Shlekh Yassin to 
Gaza, less than a week after 
his arrival'in Ammon, must 
have added to Netanyahu’s 
plight He was given a hero's 
welcome by hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Palestinians, proving 
to everybody that Hamas has 
never been more popular 
among Palestinian masses. If 
the aim few weeks ago was to 
eradicate Hamas, through the 
combined efforts of the 
PNA and Israel, the 
events of the Iasi few 
days have brought an 
opposite resulL 
If there is a moral to 
this story it is this: Ne¬ 
tanyahu has proven that 
he is not a man the Ar¬ 
abs can partner with to 
save the peace process. 
On the other hand, the 
release of Sheikh Yas¬ 
sin has dealt a blow to 
American and Israeli 
efforts to push Arafat 
I into stamping out the 

§w Islamic group. The dm- 

Unlit mg for Yassin’s release 

wfflu. could not have been 

i.\ worse for those seeking 

U, to destroy Hamas. 

For the moment Ne- 
tanyahu seems to have 
1°* the initiative. He 
will be busy in the 
coming few weeks 
cleaning up the mess he 
has created; a political 
v crisis with Jordan and 

\ Canada, facing his op- 

l \ ponents and the Israeli 

s. I} public at home and 

■* 1 ; l most importantly trying 

to prove to the Ameri¬ 
cans that he is still in 

B charge and will survive 
the Misha'l affair. 

On the other hand, it 

- is ironic that Netanyahu 

has given a tremendous 
boost to the very organization 
he was trying to destroy. The 
militant Islamic organization 
has now gained ground both in¬ 
side the Palestinian territories 
and aboard. The influence of 
Hamas on Palestinian decision 
making process will become 
noticeable in the coming days 
and weeks. 

The release of their spiritual 
leader has given Hamas follow¬ 
ers an important moral lift, 
which should give Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat some¬ 
thing to worry about since 
Sheikh Yassin has decided to 
return to Gaza to be close to 
Arafat’s PNA. 

King Hussein, meanwhile, 
has proven again that Jordan is 
an important player in the Mid¬ 
dle East peace process and that 
any future initiative will have 
to pass through Amman. ■ 


for their megalomania.-" Mrs 
Peled-Eicbanan is the daughter 
of the late Maj. Gen. Motti , 
Peled, a one-time Gaza military i 
commander. Mrs Albright tried 
but failed to visit her in her Je- * 
rusaJem home, but she man¬ 
aged to visit Leah Rabin. ■ 

The author is an energy con¬ 
sultant 
living in Amman 
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East Beat. 

■ by " 

Khairi Janbek 

Confusion! 

EXCITEMENT AND ru¬ 
mor have spread on the 
streets of Jordan with the 

habitual self-proclaimed 
experts and pretenders “in 
foe know" opening their 
social salons, or comer 
coffee-shops to discuss 
foe fast and confusing 
events that have taken 
place recently in our capi¬ 
tal. Each allegedly well 
informed guru, has sur¬ 
rounded himself with a 
following resembling his¬ 
torical scenes from the 
mosques of Ummayad in 
Syria or Abbusid Iraq. 
The only difference being, 
is that in the past, knowl¬ 
edge was being discussed, 
but currently, rumors and 
misinformation rule the 
day. 

One can neither blame 
people for their pastimes, 
nor for their entertain¬ 
ment. and on top of it. 
their isn't much to buiid 
on in order to have an ed¬ 
ucated guess. Neverthe¬ 
less. if one follows closely 
the recent developments 
with some sense of reason 
and rationality, then per¬ 
haps many arising mis¬ 
conceptions may be al¬ 
tered. 

One wonders why. all 1 
of the sudden “Hamas" is 
being talked about in 
terms of a new and quali¬ 
tatively acknowledged 
status in Jordan. It is a 
well-known fact that “Ha¬ 
mas" had always a politi¬ 
cal representation in our 
country, and their office 
has always been open to 
conduct political work 
within the constitutional 
laws of Jordan, and in an 
atmosphere of political 
pluralism. 

If there were any diffi¬ 
culties in relations be¬ 
tween the state and “Ha¬ 
mas". it was due to the 
delicate situation in the 
West Bonk, and the con¬ 
tinued conflict between all 
parties there. The pres¬ 
ence of '‘Hamas'* in Jor¬ 
dan has never been a se¬ 
cret and their political 
work has always been 
within the confines of 
democratic practice. 

The release of Sheikh 
Yassin, in response to HM 
King Hussein's appeal, is 
a clear acknowledgement 
• of Jordan’s moderate role 
in the region, and the 
credibility of its positions 
as a central party in foe 
balance of peace in the 
area. It is not surprising in 
this respect, to release the 
ailing Sheikh to the medi¬ 
cal care of our hospitals, 
for Jordan has always de¬ 
manded the release of the 
Palestinian prisoners in Is¬ 
raeli jails, not for any mo¬ 
tive but for foe advance¬ 
ment of the cause of peace 
and the re-huilding or a 
somewhat shaky confi¬ 
dence between the Arabs 
and Israel. 

Sheikh Yassin himself, 
is a living example of the 
misconceptions perpetuat¬ 
ed about his beliefs while 
in incarceration in Israeli 
jails. He hay openly ex¬ 
pressed his belief in co¬ 
existence. so long as Pal¬ 
estinian pride, dignity, 
and rights are preserved.- 
The stories of exile and 
deportation, which filled 
the mass media organs, 
can only serve foe purpose 
of those parties who wish 
to silence the thoughts of 
foe ailing Sheikh Yassin, 
who spoke frankly and in 
complete liberty in Am¬ 
man, 

As for the recent vio¬ 
lent acts on the streets of 
Amman, one cannot sup¬ 
press foe imagination of 
. the Story-tellers and con¬ 
spiracy theorists. There 
will always be some con¬ 
fusion when information 
is scarce, and at times 
. contradictory, but never¬ 
theless, it remains hard to 
accept^ criticisms, against 
those institutions working 
to ascertain those Tacts 
that seem like a jigsaw- 
puzzle. In any liberal 
democratic country, facts 
remain obscure until such 
a time. that foe relevant 
governmental organs have 
finished their investiga¬ 
tions. and reached certain 
conclusions. 

It is wrong to demand 
my statement white inves¬ 
tigations are underway., 
lest those investigations 
may be jeopardized in an 
untimely manner, defeat- 
, mg - foeir own purpose. 
Jordan- is a democratic 
rfountiy, and applies the 
role of law. therefore, 
there is no. need for ques¬ 
tioning our integrity, and 
our purpose to" achieve 
justice.! 
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■ The 53rd general Con¬ 
ference of the Intema- 
_ tional Air Transport 
: Association (IATA) is 
expected to convene in 
Amman on 3 November. 
Being the first to be held 
in the Middle East, this 
- conference will be 
attended by more than 
650 participant represeni- 

■ ing global aviation air¬ 
lines and organizations, 
international news agen¬ 
cies will provide cover¬ 
age of the venue. Choos¬ 
ing Jordan to host this 

. event reflects lATA's 
trust in the avaition 
industry in the Kingdom. 

• Royal Jordanian, as a 
host airline corporation, 
will send invitations to 
the local media to cover 
die activities of the con¬ 
ference. Assistant Dep¬ 
uty Director for Market¬ 
ing and Sales in RJ. Mr 
Hussein Al Dabbas, has 
been chosen to head the 
press and information 
committee for this 
| conference. 

i H The Middle East Insu¬ 
rance Co., has generated 
net profits estimated at 
' JD 422,000 during the 
first half this year. This 
shows a rise of 4.49f> 

. compared with the same 
time last year. The com¬ 
pany's balance sheet by 
last June dosed at JD 
12.06 million. Its share¬ 
holders rights reached 
more than JD 3.38 mil¬ 
lion by Iasi June. The 
company's capital is JD 
2.2 million. 

■ The Jordan Loan 
Guarantee Corp.. has 
established a consultant 
services unit which will 
be responsible lor financ¬ 
ing small and medium 
size projects and support 
its funding programs to 
encourage local enter¬ 
prises. Such a step is tar¬ 
geted at reducing the 
level of unemployment 
and will serve the'inter¬ 
est of the national econ¬ 
omy. This is the first unit 
of its kind in the counuy 
to provide relatively free, 
consultant service for-, 
those who arc willing to 
carry out small and 
medium size invest¬ 
ments. The unit will help 
Jordanian investors to 
review their plans and 
guide them to conduct 
feasibility studies before 
executing their projects. 
In addition, it provides 
borrowers with technical 
assistance and acts as a 
liaison between them and 
the banks that finance 
their projects Services oF 
this unit cover wide scale 
of developing and pri¬ 
vate sector ventures. 
operating in agriculture, 
industrial and touristic 
services., transport, edu¬ 
cation and information. 
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Slump in construction sector seen 
a “reflection” of general mood 
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THE BOOM in the construc¬ 
tion and real estate sector 
which followed the second 
Gulf War, was slowly fol¬ 
lowed by a ‘Tut**. Today, the 
industry is in a middle of a re¬ 
cession. 

Some analysts say that such 
a recession is not limited to 
the construction sector, but is 
part of a wider trend that is 
experienced by other sectors 
of the economy. 

But others are more san¬ 
guine pointing out that any in¬ 
vestor is compelled (because 
of such recession) to think se¬ 
riously before investing in 
lands or property. 

However, others who trade 
in land see no hazard in buy¬ 
ing, arguing that even though 
there is no profit ar the mo¬ 
ment, there is no loss either. 
They are sure that land prices 
will see a noticeable hike as 
the economy picks up. 

Deputy President of the En¬ 
gineers Association Hosni 
Abu Ghaida, sees the weak 
activity in the contracting and 
construction sectors as related 
to the economy. “Such a de¬ 


cline applies to other sectors, 
however, this sector is the 
most vulnerable to the general 
mood of distress and uncer¬ 
tainty that refers to political 
and economic factors." he 
tells The Star. 

Of course, as experts i n this 
type of investments argue any 
investor is keen to employ his 
capital in the purchase of land, 
hoping to receive in return, 
earnings that might exceed 13 
percent or more. On the other 
hand, investors may prefer to 
just deposit their money in the 
bank and get a regular interest 
rate that could reach 10 per 
cent. 

But. some of those involved 
in the construction sector 
point out that when recession 
hits this activity ( considered 
by Jordanians as the most 
profitable), then the situation 
tends to be critical. 

‘Officials have to realize 
that the decline in the con¬ 
struction sector is sending 
alarm bells," Abu Ghaida 
adds. 

There was a 26 percent de¬ 
crease this year, and this rate 



Scenes like these are becoming scarcer in Amman today 


will rise to 30 per cent. 

Owners of construction 
companies arc complaining 
□bout the difficulty they are 
facing in collecting their"mon¬ 
ey once the project is complet¬ 
ed or from pressures by banks 
or from the income tax people. 

Whenever a contractor or 
engineer carries out a govern¬ 
ment project, he is obliged to 
pay the workers salaries. This 
causes a “circle of debts and 
interests," which he has to in¬ 
cur if the project is to go 
ahead. 

Mr Abu Ghaida continues 
to say that all indications re¬ 
veal that the size of big pro¬ 
jects in the country is very 
small. Statistics show that the 
number of licensed big pro¬ 
jects (covering 10,000 square 
metres) is only 10. This num¬ 
ber implies that there are prob¬ 
lems related to financing for 
consultants and contractors. 
What is needed locally, is to 
attract outside Jordanian capi¬ 
tal and offer investors all fa¬ 
cilities. 

“Certainly. Abu Ghaida 
adds “if we were able to pre¬ 
vent capita] 
flights and re¬ 
employ them 
inside the coun¬ 
try. then they 
will contribute 
a great deal to 
flourishing our 
economy.” 

While many 
officials be¬ 
tween now and 
then stress that 
the investment 
climate is en¬ 
couraging Abu 
Ghaida ~ says 
that “so far. 
these [govern¬ 
ment] incen¬ 
tives have not 
succeeded in at¬ 
tracting these 
capitals back. 

He. there¬ 
fore. calls on 




the government to em¬ 
bark on bald measures 
to minimize restric¬ 
tions on investments 
and reduce taxes. 

On the regional lev¬ 
el. the contractors and 
consultants arc cur¬ 
rently negotiating 
with their Arab coun~ 
terparts to establish 
federations to unite 
and compete with for¬ 
eign contractors. 

‘Then the engineer¬ 
ing offices can co¬ 
operate with these 
federations to enhance 
their competitive¬ 
ness.” Abu Ghaida 
maintains. 

Referring to the 
volume of construc¬ 
tions' consultations in ., 
the Arab countries, he nou 
says that they were 
about $40 billion from 1975 
to 1985, $2 billion of which 
were conducted with Arab of¬ 
fices, whereas the remaining 
$38 billion were with foreign 
consultants. 

However, some stress that 
foreign expertise in this field 
should be replaced by local 
and Arab ones and they argue 
that the potential is there. 

Abu Ghaida says that in 
the Arab World there are 
600.000 engineers who are 
highly qualified. These are 
joined by many contractors 
who have large funds and are 
ready to finance giant pro¬ 
jects. However, frustration 
hinders people from taking 
forward steps. Moreover, they 
are not given the chance to 
show and exploit such exper¬ 
tise and skill. 

For example, some may not 
hesitaie to pay ID 15,000 
monthly for a foreign contrac¬ 
tor. while if they pay only 
JDI509 monthly for a local 
engineer, they blame them¬ 
selves for giving him the con¬ 
fidence to earn out their pro¬ 
ject and claim he doesn't 



Abu Ghaida 


Eyes on south-east Asia as 
currencies face more turbulence 


By James Kynge 

SOUTH-EAST ASIAN cur¬ 
rencies are set for another 
turbulent week as a conflu¬ 
ence of political and eco¬ 
nomic concerns weigh heav¬ 
ily on financial market 
sentiment. 

The focus of regional jit¬ 
ters last week shifted from 


Thailand and Malaysia' to 
Indonesia. The rupiah 
slumped to Rp3.120 to the 
US dollar last Friday. losing 
14 percent of its value on the 
week. The stock market's 
main index plunged by 4 per¬ 
cent on Friday. 

Fears in Jakarta center on 
the possibility that high inter¬ 
est rales which are required 


to defend the rupiah may pre¬ 
cipitate a hanking crisis 
which would savage many of 
the country's small "and 
poorly capitalised banks. 

The rupiah's steep decline 
last week also unmasked con¬ 
cern that many large Indone¬ 
sian companies may have 
borrowed overseas more 
heavily than previously 


Four Coca-Cola bottling plants 
open in Russia on the same day 


The Coca-Cola Company is 
asking one giant step in its 
effort to put Coca Cola within 
an arm's reach of the desire of 
eveiy Russian consumer. In an 
unprecedented series of local 
events. Cocoa Cola. Bottling 
plants officially opened on I 
October in four Russian cities 
spanning seven time zones and 
nearly the entire country. 

Driving this accelerated 

expansion in an almost 

unquenchable thirst for Coca 
Cola products among the more 
than ISO million Russians. 
Sales of Coca-Cola products 
passed a milestone in Sepiehv- 
ber when Russian consumers, 
for the first time ever, con¬ 
sumed more than I00\miUibn, 
unit cases of Coca-Cola prod-. 
nets within a single year- 
. “This significant and aaxler- 
ated investment in Russia sig¬ 
nals our long-term commitment 
to and belief in die country and 
its people," said £. Nevlfc. 
Isdell, senior vice president. 


The Coca-Cola Company and 
president of the Company's 
Greater Europe Group. “Given 
the demand for our products, it 
is probably safe la say that Rus¬ 
sian consumers believe in 



Coca-Cola too." 

Russian television news 
broadcasts covered all of the 
events throughout the day. The 
Coca-Cola system in Russia 
now employs nearly 7.000 peo¬ 
ple. Independent studies esti¬ 
mate that Coca-Cola's practice 


of sourcing supplies locally sis- I 
nificanily supports employment ! 
in Russia ouiside of the Coca- j 
Cola's system by a multiplier I 
effect of approximately I (Mo- I 
I. This means that IO jobs .ire I 
created or supported within the 
local economy for every one I 
job within the Coca-Cola i 
system. 

The first Coca-Cola product I 
available in the former Soviet | 
Union was Fanta Orange in . 
1979. Coca-Cola itself did not j 

become widely available in j 
Russia until 1987. j 

The Coca-Cola Company is ; 
the world's largest beverage 
company and the lending pn>- 
ducer and marketer of soli 
drinks. Through the world's | 
largest distribution system, con- [ 
sumers in nearly 200 countries I 
enjoy the Company's products ! 
at a rate of more than 900 mil- . 
lion servings each day. ■ ! 
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Highest and lowest performing stocks in the Amman Financial Market 


4-7 October 





♦ BasrB>*' 


♦ JiHibo Ceramic ftcWfc* 

♦ Jordan Gulf Bask 

+ Jordan Trade FadbfiW 




MONDAY 


♦ Arab Paper tudinay ATouJe 
- ♦ Middle Han Bank 

♦ Union lan eam eni Bank 


■+■ InKrauio*aI Arab Rxid 
+ Middle Era Hutch 
* BymoJ . 



TUESDAY 


♦ Middle Eari. Bant 

♦ United Financial Jnvtumear 

♦ InLeRtuiunalTestilet 


♦ JunLu Inicmunnul Trade 

♦ Arab InumuiMnal Hunt 

♦ United lovesimenl Bank 
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174.920 

(028021 

776219 


174.700 

576103 

496969 


deserve such a sum. 

The vice president of con¬ 
tractors Association. Mo¬ 
hammed Al Tahaineh attrib¬ 
utes the recession in the 
contracting sector to the lack 
of avocations to carry out 
projects in the public sector, 
and the restrictions governing 
this profession in the private 
sector. 

What also faces this vital 
sector is that big projects in 
the Kingdom (either in the 
public or in the private sec¬ 
tors 1 are mainly awarded to 
foreign contractors. 

An owner of a real estate 
office stresses that the slump 
in the construction sector 
started in 1985. When the re¬ 
turnees came back to settle in 
Jordan after the Gulf War in 
1990, the lands' purchase 
and building activity saw a 
noticeable hype. However, 
such a phenomenon did not 
last long. After the signing of 
the peace process, people be¬ 
came uncertain about any fur¬ 
ther improvement in the eco¬ 
nomic conditions so they 
stopped buying or investing in 
properties. 

But another contractor 
comments on the issue from a 
j local aspect. He attributes the - 
reduction to the existence of 
I many real estate offices. ■ 


'A-=. --a®* 

A breather for the insurance sector 

THE INSURANCE market has six more months to shape 
up. The government has lately extended the grace period to 
insurance companies to read¬ 
just their financial status and 
raise their capital to JD 2 

Such an allowance period 'HP 

which was supposed to start 

from I October wifi last for - jjHB 

six months. 

According to Dr Hani Al f M 

Mulqi. minister of indusoy " '.fl| 

and trade, this will be the last «-■<-- - 

chance given to dealers in the ■ a|| 

insurance sector. . .'"' ^ 

The insurance companies ‘ 

must now mull hard over their [fl|||§|P , ^“ 
options of weather to hike up WjmKj- * 4 - --Ikwl 

their capital or quite simply — ^^— 2 —j 

merge with other companies. Al Mulqi 

Amendments made on the 

1995 Insurance Law require local insurance companies to 
register a capital of JD 2 million. However, for foreign 
companies who wish to open branches in the country, a 
capital of JD 4 million is required. And it is higher still for 
local companies who want to go along the reinsurance 
track, their capital figure is hiked up to JD 20 million. 

Initially, these companies have been given a two-year 
grace period, ending on 31 September, but upon their feder¬ 
ation's request and through contacts and talks with the Min¬ 
istry of Trade, these companies were given an extra six 
months 

However, this won't be seen as “good news" for the Jor¬ 
danian Federation for Insurance Companies which has ear¬ 
lier appealed ro the Ministry of Industry and Trade to 
extend the grace period to two more years. 

The insurance market suffers from many phahlems 
including shortage of liquidity, high cost of borrowings 
from banking institutions, and the sharp decline in insu¬ 
rance shares. 

In addition, earnings of the insurance sector have long 
been on the decline, especially after giving licenses for new 
companies since 1995 whereas before that date no new 
insurance companies were given licenses to operate. 

Such a step has cast its shadow on the profits of this sec¬ 
tor because of the small market in Jordan which cannot in 
any way guarantee an average for profitability of these 
insurance companies. 

Insurance premiums have been negatively affected with 
the heated competition among those companies, the factor 
that has to a large extent contributed to the worsening of 
(he performance of the insurance market. 

Presently, there are about 24 insurance companies, of 
which 12 are still trying to put their house in order, or 
they' II be destined to dose down. 

Some insurance companies have pointed out to many 
losses they are facing because of the low prices of compul¬ 
sory insurance, namely the car sector which has naturally 
resulted from the sharp increase in car accidents. Some 
businessmen involved in the insurance field stress that the 
traffic regulations should take such issue into consideration. 

For his part. Dr Al Mulqi promised to review rates of 
insurance prices and take into consideration further meas¬ 
ures related to the Insurance Comptroller and the services 
being offered to clients. ■ 
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believed. Late last week 
some of these companies 
were searching urgently in a 
thin market for US dollars 
with which to service foreign 
loans, a number of which are 
apparently unhedged, observ¬ 
ers said. 

Further marked weakness 
in the rupiah, which has fal¬ 
len by 34 percent since I 
July, could push one or more 
7 large conglomerates into 
| severe financial straits, 
j Thailand, the original epi- 
• centre of south-east Asia's 
I financial tremor, has been 
relatively calm of late. How- 
| ever, that reflects not so 
j much a return of confidence 
as a suspension of 
I foreboding. 

| Sentiment will be tested 
I when Chavalit Yongehaiy- 
1 udh. Thailand's prime minis- 
j ter. visits Japan on Wcdnes- 
1 day to try in secure Japanese 
I banks' agreement to roll over 

■ debts owed by Thailand's pri- 
J vate sector. 

, Many economists believe 
I that the Japanese are unim- 
j pressed by his progress push- 
. ing through painful but nec- 
( essary economic reforms. 
Doubts also attend a sched¬ 
uled announcement on Octo¬ 
ber 15 about the restructuring 
of Thailand's financial sector. 

Ainarci Srl-nn. chairman of 
the committee overseeing 
1 restructuring strategics for 58 
I suspended finance compn- 
[ nies. indicated last week that 
| Mr Chavalit was suggesting a 
I softer line on the finance 

■ companies. 

I Malaysia, which has suf- 
i fered a 25 per cent deprecia- 
j lion in the ringgit since l 
I July, remains unpredictable. 

\ The anti-foreign, anti-free- 
! market rhetoric of Mahathir 
i Mohamad, prime minister. 

| has the power to much off a 
| domino-elTect in regional 
1 currency depreciations. 

Most economists believe, 
however, that Kuala Lumpur 
is unlikely to further curb 
frcc-murkei mechanisms or 
han currency trading even 
though Dr Mahathir regards 
it as "immoral." Stock mar¬ 
ket investors are hoping that 
the more moderate stance 
adopted by Anwar Ibrahim, 
deputy prime minister and 
finance minister, will prevail. 

Many hope Mr Anwar will 
announce a budget this 
month aimed at slowing 
growth, hm ini ing savings and 
tax revenues, and eliminating 
a shortfall between savings 
and investment .which econo¬ 
mists regard as the clearest 
indicator that Malaysia has 
been spending beyond its 
means. ■ 


Hughes to build 
Thuraya Satellite Phone 
System for Mideast 


Ail dataE provided by ..if) ACCESS Teh 646868 Fax; 646949 Financial Times Syndication 


ABU DHABI— 

Hughes Space and 
Communications 
International. Inc.. 

(HSC1) and Thuraya 
Satellite Telecommu¬ 
nications' Company of 
United Arab Emirates 
signed a contract 
recently for a satellite - 
based mobile phone 
system to serve the 
Middle East. North 
Africa. Eastern Europe 
ineluding Turkey. 

Central Asia and the 
Indian subcontinent. 

Thuraya and 

Hughes concluded two 
weeks of final negotia¬ 
tions with a signing 
ceremony on 11 Sep¬ 
tember in Abu Dhabi. 
Mohammad Hasson 
Oniran. chairman of 
Thuraya. and Michael J. Hou- 
lcrman. HSCI president, signed 
on hchalf of their companies. 
The ceremony, which was held 
at the ETISALAT Head Office 
in Abu Dhabi, was also 
attended by Thuraya's project 
manager. Yousuf AI Sayed. 
and marketing manager, Jamal 
AI Jarwan. along with senior 
executives of Thuraya. HSCI 
and a number of invited guests. 

This will be the largest satel¬ 
lite communications project in 
the region, with an estimated 
total cost of $J billion and a 
coverage area encompassing 
nearly 1.8 billion people. The 
project cost include manufac¬ 
ture of two high-power satel¬ 
lites. launch services lor the 
first satellite, insurance, ground 
facilities and a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion handheld telephones. 

Hughes, of Los Angeles, 
will provide Thuraya a turnkey 
system with iwo GEO-mobile 
body-stahlized satellites, 
ground facilities and Mobil tel¬ 
ephones. Thuraya. a privsitely 
held company owned by prom¬ 
inent organizations from the 
region, will select the launch 
vehicle later. 

Hughes wifi deliver the first 
satellite in 31 months, enabling 
Thuraya to begin operations in 
the year 2000. The second 
spacecraft will be a ground 
spare, to be launched at a later 
date. The contract also has a 
provision for a third satellite to 
he ordered when needed. The 
satellite will operate in geosla- 





lionarya orbit, transmitting und 
receiving calls through u single 
l2.25-meter-;iperiure reflector. 
On-board digital signal pro¬ 
cessing will route the calls 
directly from one handheld unit 
to another, nr to a terrestrial 
network. 

Omran stated, "we have suc¬ 
cessfully concluded the final 
contract agreement with 
Hughes in develnp. construct 
and operate the Thuraya 
Mobile Satellite System." 
Omran added. "Today is con¬ 
sidered the beginning for Thu- 
raya's journey to orbit.” The 
Thuraya satellite is scheduled 
for launch in May 2000 and 
will operate commercially by 
September 2000. Thuraya's 
business objective is to extend 
mobile coverage and service to 
users from the Indian subconti¬ 
nent. crossing Central Asia, the 
Middle East. Eastern Europe 
including Turkey, to North 
Africa. 

"Thuraya will enable busi¬ 
ness people to stay in much 
while travelling in this region, 
as well as extend Lhe most 
modern services to areas that 


lack telephones now. said 
HSCI's Hnuterman. "This pn>- 
jeci also establishes Hughs as 
not only the world's leading 
supplier of satellites, hut also of 
entire space-based communica¬ 
tions systems." 

The Thuraya system will 
offer GSM-computible mobile 
telephone services in the 
region. The satellite will 
employ advanced digital pro¬ 
cessing to create a very large 
number of spot beams that can 
he redirected wherever needed, 
even alter the satellite is placed 
in orbit, from big cities to rural 
areas and even at sea. 

Thuraya will work very 
closely in the forthcoming 
period with service provides in 
the coverage area to build up 
service agreements. 

The Thuraya hoard of direc¬ 
tors extends special thanks in 
the Thuraya Project Team, stall 
of Emirates Telecommunica¬ 
tions Corporation ETISALAT 
and the Arabsat legal and tech¬ 
nical team who have contrib¬ 
uted greatly in the negotiations 
process. ■ 
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New revelations on the Miska’l Affair 


King considered breaking off relations 
with Israel if it did not deliver antidote 


By Barton G eBma n 


AMIVK^n—A s Hamas leader Khaled 

Mishas! drove up to his office here one 
morning late last month, two men. were loi- 
teni ® -outside the door. One was dark and 
die ; other bearded and blond. 
• to five witnesses, the blond fell 

in behind Misha'( os he left his car and 
extended an:anu to the Hamas leader’s left 
^ 3 w9m f ; a ■ lead-colored instrument 
wra PBSdLin tape come a loud popping 
sounds Aftisha’I said, and a shivering sensa- 
t, L on down his spine "like an electric 
shodo^ 

WTtHin' minutes of the 25 September 
attack*, Mishal's bodyguard would run the 
men down and subdue them in a bloody fist- 
fight a mile away. Within hours. Misha’l, 
41. would lie perilously close to death in a 
military hospital with uncontrollable vomit¬ 
ing and respiratory arresL 

By the following day, US and Jordanian 
official said, the-two captured assailants’ 
covert identities, as Canadian tourists had 
unraveled, and their Jordanian interrogators 
had recognized them as agents of Mossad, 
the Israeli espionage agency. 

The nearly two weeks since what is 
described hfere and in Israel as a botched 
assassination attempt have been some of the 
costliest for Israel in the history of its storied 
security services. His Majesty King Huss¬ 
ein. Israel's closest Arab ally, was so 
enraged by the attack in his capital that close 
confidants said Sunday he came to the brink 
of breaking relations with the Jewish state. 

Canada, protesting the breach of previous 
promises to stop forging its passports, 
recalled its Ambassador to Israel. According 
to Israeli opposition leader Ehud Barak. 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told 
him this week that tie himself had directed 
the effort lo kill Misha’L Senior US offi¬ 
cials, who have participated in American 
efforts at- damage control, confirmed that the 
orders came from the highest levels of 
Israel's government 

Yet after spraying what US and Jordanian 
officials, described as a lethal nerve toxin 
through the^Hamas leader's skin, Israel was 
compelled to rhiret Johdanian and American 
demands to supply the antidote—an extraor¬ 
dinary if indirect admission of Israeli spon¬ 


sorship of an assassination attempt 

The US and Jordanian sources said Mos¬ 
sad agents still in Jordan, participants in the 
operation who carried the antidote in case of 
accident turned it over to Jordanian doctors 
the following day. 

Mishal's revival from the gates of 
death—US officials said the poison, which, 
they declined to name, would have killed 
him within 48 hours—in some ways prefig¬ 
ured a resurrection of his Islamic Resistance 
Movement, or Hamas. 

Hamas, a militant anti-Israeli group, had 
been on the defensive recently, its spokes¬ 
man arrested in Jordan and its mosques and 
social-service centers shut down in die West 
Bank and Gaza Strip amid the first serious 
crackdown on the organization by Palestin¬ 
ian leader Yasser Arafat since early 1996. 

But in Netanyahu’s efforts to calm the 
crisis with Jordan—he flew seemly to 
Amman last weekend, but Israeli and Jorda¬ 
nian officials said the King refused to see 
him—the Israeli premier not only saved 
MisbaTs life but freed the founder of 
Hamas, Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, from a life 
term in an Israeli prison. That marked the 
end. for now at least, of further pressure on 
Hamas by Arafat or King Hussein. 

Arafat, although at odds with fundamen¬ 
talists, fait compelled by strong Is lami c con¬ 
stituencies to hasten to Yassin’s hospital 
bedside and cover the popular religious 
leader with kisses to the forehead and 
cheeks. 

Crown Prince Hassan. returning from an 
emergency crip to see President Clinton in 
Washington, said in an interview at his pal¬ 
ace guest bouse Sunday that he feels “waves 
of nausea still" when he thinks of Israel's 
betrayal and its consequences. “I think it is 
an act of gross stupidity," he said. "We are 
always reminded that Israel is the only dem¬ 
ocratic state in the region... and yet you find 
the only democratic state in the region being 
associated with an act of terror. What is the 
point of our meeting in Sharm A1 Sheikh (in 
1996) condemning tenor in all its aspects?" 

In public, the Israeli government is saying 
little about the debacle. Cabinet Secretary 
Dani Naveh read a brief statement this week 
announcing that "the government of Israel 
refrains at this time from commenting on 
media reports regarding activities against 


Hamas leader Khaled Misha’L” 

Opposition leader Barak, a former armed 
services chief of staff who met one-on-one 
with Netanyahu on Sunday, described the 
private meeting for Israeli Television 
shortly afterward. "The prime minister has 
taken responsibility.” he said. “He said he 
approved it, and he’s responsible" 

"It was a pathetic decision ’and would 
never have been made by any other prime 
minister since (the late Menaaiem) Begin," 
Barak added. His remarks contributed to a 
bitter political debate that has featured fin¬ 
ger-pointing among Israeli security services 
and calls for the resignations of Netanyahu 
and Mossad chief Dani Yalom. The 
attempt on MishaTslife had its origin, 
according to Israeli officials, in an emer¬ 
gency cabinet meeting 30 July. Two Hamas 
suicide bombers, in Synchronized explo¬ 
sions. (tilled 16 Israelis that day in the 
Mahane Yehuda produce market in Jerusa¬ 
lem. The cabinet, according to two of its 
members, voted a bfooipy wbrded authori¬ 
zation to bunt down Hamas milrtary leaders 
wherever they could be found. 1- ' 

It did not approve specific targets or set 
constraints. Late in'September,' two Israeli 
agents checked into Amman’s Interconti¬ 
nental Hotel, posing as Canadian tourists. 
According to documents transliterated into 
Arabic and then back to English, their pass¬ 
ports identified them as Shawn KendalL 28. 
and Barry Beads, 36: On the morning of 25 
September. MishaTsdriver grew suspicious 
when an olive-green Hyundai sedan 
appeared to be following their car. Just 
before they reached the office in a new 
commercial district of southern Amman, the 
green car passed them and drove out of 
sight The driver, who asked that he not be 
named, said he spotted the two foreigners 
loitering as he pulled up in front of 
Misha’l’s office. 

He told Misha’l to circle the rear of the 
car and meet him at the driver's door, and 
he placed himself between Misha’I and the 
suspicious men. Ragbda Mohammed, who 
works in the adjacent infant-products store, 
said the blond foreigner had some kind of 
devioe strapped to his. right arm with white 
tape. “He reached toward (MeshaTs) neck, 
and 1 heard a bang," she said. 
MishaTsdriver, poised for trouble, thrust 



HM King Hussein, Palestinian President Yassir Arafat and Sheikh Ahmed Yassin at the Hussein Medical Center, Thursday 


upward on the blond man's arm and 
knocked him to the ground. The man's 
glasses tumbled to the pavement, and the 
driver snatched them up. According to three 
witnesses, the two foreigners then fled on 
foot. 

Mohammed Abu Saif. 30, 
MishaTsbodyguard. was just arriving in a 
trail car. A powerfully built man with mar-, 
tial-arts training, he saw the seyfffe aod* 
sprinted after the fleeing Israelis. Thelma- * 
cuter one. who was slower, turned and 
threw a soda can at his pursuer but missed. 


OCCUtfEpJffiKl 


FTC? AT'nloKk 








compromise. •: •. is., y: ■■ WJsmo.sranaai, ipe v goyexTamaK -rofly. jttussem ana 

But tiie govenmieatstoppF^irotf.^ 


here, as the worst in th* hotaiy of fe^ ^govenflnentj ■ .official, 

rad’s vaunted; intellige nce. serytixs-A' \:j_ speawf^yoiv ccai^iicm; <£■ ariaqyn^^-3{ 

damaged;relations with Jordan^ and;fijlprdpersonally,auftKHi^ tw 
overshadowed the latestCS-led effort ;bombing attacks; M Jerusalein ha jahr ..-person: 
to revive peace talks with the' Falesto- • ■ aruf Septeriiljer' that kflfed 26 people;' v’ skiu'as tt 
tens. _ ■ • y.. . }. yJindutiing the Gyebqpifjers, ami InjumE " fier.'ittilnfc 

Ike attack dominated fc^aePs'xifews--inmdreds of otiten^ ^Bfe was a mtural . fvri esf-ww 
papers and radio talk sho^jwhf^.^;^^ y. : -Yjoevcspapt 

carried almost uniformly bridal - sc- ^In tbe; rifooni^lnddai ih . Am-. .' *• \-WOrrfa« 
counts oT Its planning and erecutioh. maiytworiWnrarrymg 

Severahjdmeufatns and t^ppsijSop 1 '*• ptirtrapproached. MisfteT ootefdehis - prefed as 
lawmarowxUled on Netanjuha aniJ office, held a strange weapon upTo bis v Jow, She t 
Mossad director Mitf. Gen. Danny Yap '» ear and sprayed or Injected him with £ : tnrt.to/a, 
tom to resign. poison. dieridcaL- He was .hospftalotd -..Httsssrinl 


d^^.i^csrtedlyi.providalthyfjbrael bn.. Jordan Oded Eran..Tlie-«peiBony was« - 
Majesty Kingscheduled before tfafe attack, officials 
Snss^nij' -’ . ’ .'V 

- tanada, dyer -fee-use: bf H- . Abb Sunday, an braeti official denied 

fcrfoalror. altered: C^ o adi an . p^p pt ts-V a r^iort inLoodon’s Sunday ThnB that ‘ 
in the ahaefc^has recalled flsambassa-. Netanyahu, outraged by Hamas’ suicade •. 
cE^ j^caaa'tsrael.ftp^ c^BssaJfabkibs;- -- --t.. ■ jx',hidmbm®r in Jerralem, had dnamssed. . 

I. King■.'Yatmu’s ndspvfaigs abbot carrying odt -: 

JB^lssT^ 'ahd brtm^t iffl^eJbJordanian. - die attack-in Jokdan and ordered the • •>. 
inek^reBS» ah^a(|^rah^ try difierian^ - Mossad cfairf to proceed. ■ - v. : . 


fcaArdnfc^BK-r Je 


tewmakeis caHedTorkny; 
y.amd og mirientafrns 7 ofr < 










•thei 


Rounding a comer after 200 yards, the 
Israelis pimped into an olive green Hyundai 
rental car bearing license number5374. The 
car was already moving." Abu Saif said in an 
interview. Tt looked as if they had trained to 
do that” Abu Saif stood in the center of the 
street and waved down an oncoming private 
car. The driver accelerated after die Hyundai, 
which rounded two curves at high speed and 
then unexpectedly stopped to iet.the Israelis 
’ offafterlessthanamile. ! : 

Jordanian officials speculated that the 
Israeli escape plan called for a switch to 
another car. When he emeiged from the 

- Hyundai, the blond man no longer had the 
instrument strapped to his arm. and the 
weapon used against Misha’l has not been 
recovered. Abu Saif, whose account was 
backed in several details by witnesses who 
gathered to -watch the fight, said be caught 
the muscular dark man by the bade of his 
shirt The blond man pivoted and slammed 
a hard object into Abu Saifs head. leaving 
him with a wound that took 18 stitches and 
eight days in a hospital to repair.. - 

“I got the heavily built guy and hit him 
with a right in the face and dropped him on 
the ground," Abu Saif said. “The second 
guy attacked me, and I hit him in the face. 
Then the muscular guy got up With a stone 
hi his hand, but 1 was able to hold-his friend, 
and 1 used him as a shield.” The bodyguard 
. then threw the blond man down an embank¬ 
ment and tumbled after him.-. 

- The muscular Israeli, he said; could have 
escaped but did not. By this time, from the 
gathering crowd, a man emerged and said 
he was a security officer. Together, the two 
Jordanians bundled the battered Israelis into 
a taxi and took them to the police station at 
Wadi Seir. - 

When a Canadian consular officer arrived 
some tinie later, his ostensible countrymen 
refused offers to provide a lawyer,-a doctor 
or information to their families, in Canada. 
Mesha’I, meanwhile, soon fouiid he could 
not stand upright "Two hours , after the 
attack, he started with acute vertigo and 
severe vomiting, and he was taken to 
Islamic Hospital.” said Ishaq Maraqa, a neu¬ 
rosurgeon and friend of MishaTswbo vis- ' 
ited his bedside. ; . 

"While there, he started to have difficulty 
breathing. On His Majesty's orders, he was - 




latest ICRC issue shows 
horrors of landmines 


moved to King Hussein Medical Center, 
and there his respiration failed.” By (he fol¬ 
lowing morning, a Friday, said fellow 
Hamas politburo member Mousa Ahu Mnr- 
zook. Misha'1 had a fever of 102 degrees 
that did not respond to treatment. “He was 
unconscious and breathing on a respirator, 
and there was no hope." Abu Marzook. said. 

The doctors analyzed everything, and 
they couldn't find what was the problem.” 
Jordanian intelligence by this time knew or ( 
surmised that Misha'l had been feifed by 
some son of chemical attack. In the first 
frantic flurry of phone calls—there were 
dozens, officials stud, at every level of both 
governments—King Hussein drew a line. If 
Misha'l died, he told Netanyahu, according 
to a briefing given to the semiofficial news¬ 
paper A! Rai? Israel’s agents would be tried 
in public and hanged, and anything could 
happen in relations between the two stales. 

"If the case was not treated and death 
was the result of this attack," Prime Minis¬ 
ter Abdel Salam Majali said in an interview 
this week, “certainly things would have 
developed in a very nasty way." By the end 
of the day on Friday, the antidote was 
handed over, apparently on orders from 
Netanyahu. On Saturday, according to offi¬ 
cials from both governments. King Hussein 
telephoned President Clinton to plead for 
further help in treating the poison and man¬ 
aging the crisis. 

By Sunday, a top-ranking delegation of 
Israelis was in Amman, including Netan- { 
yahu. Defense Minister Yitzhak Mordechai. 
Infrastructure Minister Ariel Sharon. Naveh 
and security officials David Ivri and Eft-aim 
Halevy. Israel wanted its agents back. King 
Hussein, refusing to meet Netanyahu, told 
them through Crown Prince Hassan that his 
price would begin with Yassin's release—to 
placate Jordan’s Islamic opposition. Prince 
Hassan flew Monday to Washington with a 
briefcase full of evidence implicating Israel. 
There, he briefed Clinton, Vice President A! 
Gore and Secretary of State Madeleine K. 
Albright, pleading for help to turn Arab- 
JsraeJj relations from what the King regands 
as their present disastrous course. ■ 

LA Times- Washington Post 
News Service 
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By Anca de Maio 

Special to. The Star 

THE MAGAZINE of the International Red 
Cross and.Red Crescent Movement (since 
1987. Red Crass, Red Crescent is an official 
publication produced jointly by the Interna¬ 
tional Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
and the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies (Federa¬ 
tion). with contributions from the National 
Societies. 

Published three times a year in English, 
French and Spanish, the magazine is distrib¬ 
uted in over 175 countries. “It has a print 
run of approximately 56.000. but we be¬ 
lieve that it is read by many more than that 
as one copy is usually shared by several 
people." Ms Christina Grisewood, the 
ICRC co-editor of the magazine told The 
Star. 

Beside the informative function it has 
within the Movement itself. Red Crass. Red 
Crescent aims to outreach the key people 
who are involved in the work of the-fCRC, 
the Federation and National Societies as 
well as a wider audience (supportive institu¬ 
tions. mass media, public libraries and 
schools), by promoting the image and re¬ 
flecting the unity of the Movement. 

"In addition to combined information on 
the work of the ICRC and the Federation." 
Ms Grisewood said, “the magazine provides 
a forum in which crucial issues can be de¬ 


controlled, "are not ne cessa ri ly those of the 
Movement." 

Substantially redesigned in 1994. the 
magazine excels in both conceptual coher¬ 
ence and illustrative material To this effect, 
the Red Cross, Red Crescent current issue 
is the perfect example. 

In the present context of the irreversible 
progress made towards an international ban 
against anti-personal (AP) landmines, two 
cover stories are dedicated to the campaigns 
against landmines driven by the Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Movement, by non¬ 
governmental organizations fNGOs), cer¬ 
tain governments and international agen¬ 
cies. 

“As the issue of Iami mines has been dis¬ 
cussed in numerous well-documented arti¬ 
cles. we tried to explore a new angle and fo¬ 
cused on the public campaign for a global 
ban on landmines and not on the landmines 
issue as such.” Ms Grisewood pointed out. 

In the mam story headed Taking action: 
the war on landmines." Maiy-Anne Ander¬ 
sen from the ICRC*s Mines Unit, describes 
the subjective and objective conditions that 
made possible their public campaign and 
shows that the revolutionary use of advertis¬ 
ing has been a key strategy in communicat¬ 
ing with worldwide audience. She insists on 
the campaign as a powerful^ Movement ex¬ 
ercise, in which the ICRCs international ef¬ 
fort was multiplied at the national level by 
that of National Societies. Having gained 


important political support, the campaign is 
on the brink of success. (In the meantime, 
the Oslo Diplomatic Conference adopted on 
18 September a treaty prohibiting the use, 
production, transfer and stockpiling of AP 
mines). Yet a global ban cannot solve the 
remaining problem of the “deadly heritage 
of mines,” demonstrates the writer. For this 
reason, the ICRC is still "concerned with 
mine victim long-term assistance. Keeping 
in mind that every month 800 people are 
killed and 1.200 maimed by AP landmines 
and that over 100 million active mines are 
scattered in more than 70 countries—for 
every 16 children or 48 human beings on 
the planet, “a total ban on AP mines will 
only be tiie beginning of the end." she con¬ 
cludes. 

Journalist Philip C Winslow signs an ar¬ 
ticle in which he discloses the circumstanc¬ 
es in which he realized that landmines have 
"respected neither civilian status nor the end 
of a conflict" for 130 years how. He evokes 
the field experiences and concerted activi¬ 
ties of the worldwide network of NGOs 
known as the International Campaign to 
Ban Landmines fa campaign parallel to that 
of the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement). 
The author also discusses the reluctance of 
certain governments to sign on co a total ban 
and debates over the “limited military utili¬ 
ty" of this cheap but terrifying weapon. 

On the next page freelance journalist bar¬ 
ed.” The ideas analyzed in articles, she 


Omar Valdimarsson evokes the devastating 
earthquake that hit the Indian province of 
Maharastra in September 1993 and showsT_ 
the. results of the massive reconstruction '■' 
program implemented there by the Federa¬ 
tion and the Indian Red Cross. 

■ ‘The waiting game*' is the title of-a series '- 
of photos and commentaries by the French 
journalist and photographer Anne Nosteo il¬ 
lustrating the hardships of everyday Ufa in 
the Gaza Strip: poverty and unemployment. 

“The Palestinian Red Crescent Sodety 
can now claim to have laid the foundations 
to becoming a united and well-functioning 
National Society,” writes Christina Grise¬ 
wood in a story on the progress made by 
PRCS since 1995 with the help of the Fed-. 
eration and the ICRC despite the ends of 
the peace process and its social and eco¬ 
nomic consequences. ( As a conclusion of 
its intervention in the clashes of September 
1996. the ICRC and the German Red Cross 
supported the PRCS to improve the effi¬ 
ciency of its Emergency Medical Depart- ■ 
mem and to moke further adjustments in 
equipment and procedures, she maintains.) 

The critical effects of the delays in the 
implementation of the oil-for-food agree¬ 
ment on the already de teri o r ated life stan¬ 
dard of the Iraqi peopleconstitute the issue 
analyzed by freelancer Christine. Aziz. 

She anticipates that “donors will lose in- . 
terest in Iraq", while needs are still acute. ' 

Federation delegate Abbas Gullet recalls 



the “once-m-a lifetime experience" he lived 
in Tanzania in November 1996. when be 
found himself in the midst of die exodus of 
Rwandan refugees from their caps in Tanza¬ 
nia, as they feared repatriation; (“Our team 
at the way-stations and water points had to 
work 24 hours a day for.aboot 14 days over 
a stretch of nearly 100 km.” he narrates.) 

The BuDetin Board of the magazine of¬ 
fers a number of small “funny” items of in¬ 
terest to. the Movement: Kenyan artist dis¬ 
plays metal sculpture exhibition in support 
of the global campaign to ban landmines, 
record-breaking landmine amputee runs for 
the cause'of landmines victims. Princess Di¬ 
ana's in Angola endorses the' campaign 
against mines, etc. 

. The Resources pages of this number 
.presents the latest publications, audio- 
uieiial man»mil and electronic media OTO- 


1 he lived 


duced on landmines and other subjects con¬ 
cerning the Movement. 

On the last but one page, a number of.let¬ 
ters from the readers are published, com¬ 
menting on. topics already tackled in other 
Red Cross, Red Crescent issues or making 
suggestions for the coming numbers. 

The magazine ends with a Questions & 
Answers page, .where the leader of Hong 
Kong Red Cross is.asked about the new.op- 
portunities of this society as a integrated 
branch of the Red Crass Society of China, 
after die I July historic transition. 

Maximizing the communication between 
Red Cross, Red Crescent and its public, pow¬ 
erful illustrating materials accompany the 
texts and reinforce their messages. In addition 
the layout and graphic design highHght the 
logical structure of the stories and the concep- 
tual scaffolding of the publication. ■ 4 
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Chang is 






Mr 

— — vMiiuc Ihp 

.“^Representative or the 
Taiwan Commercial Office 

started Jus careeraf the 
Mimstry of Foreign Affairs 
in Taman in 1971. Since 
Uwn he served first in Saudi 
Arabia, then Bahrain and 
now in Jordan. The Star 
Udked to Mr Chang about 
Jordan-Taiwan relations, his 
country's commercial ties 
with the era and his hopes 

hta 1 ' {atm - 


P® ace ’ development and cooperation’ 

ifi is thp ditionai friendship between the I -___ ... __ I 

” _ “ re two cnunrrioc l. I - i-r' f ""1 I 


diuonai friendship between the 
two countries could be cbarac- 
tenzed as brotherly one in 
which we could share the 
happy experience and consider 
the difficulties of the other if 
an y- ln frank and candid mood. 

the government and 
people Taiwan do cherish this 
traditional friendship. 




mi 



How do yon characterize 
Jordan-Taiwan relations at 
the present time? 

i J f3L'S y ha P? y 10 sa y 

the friendly relations between 
Jordan and Taiwan could be 
traced back to the early staee 
of the Royal Hashemite King- 

h« 1U ?u Jor u dan and high¬ 
lighted by the historical meet¬ 
ing between HM King 
Hussein and Generalissimo 
Chiang Kai-shek, my late 
prendeni, in 1959 in Taiwan 
which established the sound 
foundation of the traditional 
lasting friendship and continu¬ 
ously maintained and strength- 
e " ed b y two peoples under 
the leadership respectively by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
and the former President Chi¬ 
ang Ching-kuo and the current 
President Lee Teng-hui. 

At the present time, this tra- 


t £*. new Representative 
to the Taiwan office, what do 
you hope to achieve during 
your tenure? 

h is a great honor for me to 

assigned by my government 
as a new representative here 
tor the purpose of strengthen¬ 
ing the existing friendship 
between our two governments 
and peoples. 

During my tenure. I want to 
cooperate with the Jordanian 
fnends to make the exchange 
of visits between the two peo¬ 
ples be strengthened in order 
to enhance the mutual under¬ 
standing. The two countries' 
economic and trade lies must 
be further strengthened for the 
benefit of the two peoples. 
And also want Lo see the coop^ 
eration projects in. various 
fields be continuously 
increased and smoothly carried 
out for the mutual benefits. 



Chang 


In terms of economic rela¬ 
tions, how does your country 
view the Middle East region? 

The Middle East has always 
been one of the important trad¬ 


ing patjners for us. In 1996. 
the two way trade reached 
$2172.6 million between the 
Middle Eastern countries and 
Taiwan while we exported $ 
1,159.8 million to the region 
and imported $1,012.8 million 
from Middle East, including 
export of $58.3 million to Jor¬ 
dan and import $21.5 million 
from Jordan. The Middle East 


is also a major source for us to 
import the natural raw materi¬ 
als such as crude oil. natural 
gas and phosphate which arc 
vital to our industrial develop¬ 
ment. So we attach great 
importance to this region. 


Taiwan has been making 
great economic strides, this 
is especially so in computers 


Seeking to join 
« international organizations 
and contribute more to 


the 




A NEW concept has appear^ 
in the international community 
over the past 20 years, called 
"International interdepen¬ 
dence." It means that the world 
is like a big family, and every 
country exists within this fam¬ 
ily. No nation can live com- 
pfetely independent of the oth¬ 
ers. nor can it disregard the 
interests ami existence of other 
countries. 

This is the way it should be 
in human society. It is when 
every nation realizes the true 
meaning of interdependence 
that it will tend to work out dif¬ 
ferences through negotiations 
or agreements that are in the 
interests of all. rather than 
resorting to fighting, which 
merely dissipates each other’s 

strength. 

A parallel development with 
the concept ot interdependence 
is the establishment of main¬ 
stream values. The two major 
\alues. free-market economics 
and democracy, have emerged 
M nce the Industrial revolution 
becoming highly, mfluenutti 
major concepts »n mtemation^ 
attain*. Of course, they have 
been challenged by other politi¬ 
cal philosophies in the mean- 

limt such^inUKnoljsniuNM- 
ism and communism. However. 

tional values. v l( ,. the 
■ "dine fcithcrof the Republic 

'“jSH '*£ campaigns “ 

n : China. rh'imt dynasty 

- 

jemocracy- ^ die 

Eiahiy«* un( jer the 

^ the Tai- 

•irec! iiinsdn-tio man 

j!i;r Ilw ^ sI .S of China. 
ff e P .- t ,- n which it 
the on ^ 

dif- 


tion parties with 
substantial par¬ 
liamentary pres¬ 
ence, the Demo¬ 
cratic 

Progressive 
Party and' the 
New Party, share 
the . political 
limelight - with 
the ruling Kuo-. 
min tang-parly. 

Taiwan’s suc¬ 
cess is not only 
enjoyed by ail 
citizens, it also 
explicitly pro¬ 
claims to the 
developing 
countries of the 
. world: work 

hard, master the 
right approaches, 
and you too can . 
overcome pov¬ 
erty and become^ a modem 
ration. 

However, despite such 
achievements, Taiwan is not 
accorded an even vaguely com¬ 
mensurate status or treatment 
by the international commu¬ 
nity. It has been expelled - from 
the United Nations and nearly 
all in ter-govem mental organi¬ 
zations. Taiwan’s application 
to join Lhe World Trade Organ¬ 
ization cannot .be acted upon 
until after that of the Chinese 
mainland. It does not share for¬ 
mal diplomatic relations with 
most countries. 

Taiwan’s government is not 
after independence; what it 
seeks is a China reunified with 
liberty, "democracy and pros-, 
perity- However, this issue can 
no way be solved by accepting 
the mainland’s demands. To do 


so would be to destabilize Asia 
and the rest of the world. Tai¬ 
wan hopes to use peaceful 
exchange to make the leaders 
of Peking understand that the 
Taiwan experience is the best 
way to solve the problem of 
reunifying Taiwan and the 
mainland. However, of course, 
this will take time. Until that 
day arrives, Taiwan must take 
part in the global community 
and heighten its international 
presence. Otherwise, the disap¬ 
pearance of a country like Tai¬ 
wan, that subscribes lo main¬ 
stream nations of free-market 
economics and democracy 
would constitute a significant 
loss to the international 
community. 

Conversely, if Taiwan has 
the opportunity to play a more 
constructive role in the interna¬ 


tional community. in the short 
term it could directly contrib¬ 
ute to the world what Taiwan 
has gained from its political 
and economic advancements. 
In the long term, should the 
mainland make progress and 
modernize as a result of peace¬ 
ful exchanges with Taiwan, 
and become a responsible 
member of the international 
community, this would be Tai¬ 
wan's greatest contribution to 
the world. 

Interdependence has become 
an increasingly important prin¬ 
ciple in the global community. 
Since the state of cross-strait 
relations directly affects the 
whole world, it is hoped the 
international community can 
be open-minded and listen to 
what Taiwan has lo say. ■ 
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Congratulates the people of 

Taiwan 

on the occasion of its National Day_ 

Raed Arabi Computer Corn. 
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Tel 688553 Fax 683754 


The Middle East Representative of 
First International Computer (FIC) 
manufacturers of the LEO PC brand 


and electronics. How do you 
see your country’s role as 
you go into the 21 century? 

Taiwan was still a near 
bankrupt agricultural economy 
when my government relo¬ 
cated its scat to Taipei in 
1949. It started with ground¬ 
breaking agricultural reforms 
to sicady investment of agri¬ 
cultural export earning in 
acquiring raw materials for its 
incipient industrial infrastruc¬ 
ture. lt> industrial develop¬ 
ment spurred by the vigorous 
govern mental promotion of 
strategic, techno logy-intensive 
industries such electronics, 
information industry, preci¬ 
sion machinery, industrial 
automation, and .semiconduc¬ 
tors in the eighties. 

Up to 1996. my country has 
significantly developed its 
economy to the extent that it 
enjoys a per capita income of 
more than $4 12.000 with for¬ 
eign reserve around $90 bil¬ 
lion. the third highest, in the 
world, its foreign trade total¬ 
ling $217 billion which makes 
Taiwan the !5lh world’s 
higgest trading nation, and 
also the J3th higgest out¬ 
bound investors in the world. 

Indeed in recent years, the 
computer-related information 
industry and electronic indus¬ 
try have played an important 
role in our economic develop¬ 
ment. Last year the total value 
of information industry 
totalled 529.66 billion that 
makes ii the third biggest in 
the world, jusl after "the US 
and Japan. Furthermore. Tai* 
wan s products of monitors. 
CPUs, personal computers, 
power supply units, desktop 
monitors, key hoards, sound 
busters, mouse units, palm¬ 
sized scanners. VGA cards 
occupy the first position in the 
world market. With lhe fast 
development in the computer 
network and the software 
industry. Taiwan has laid a 
solid foundation for the com¬ 
ing world's competitive infor¬ 
mation industry. 

In 1994 we launched an 
ambitious plan to develop an 
Asia-Pacific Operation Center 
lAPROCi over the next 10 
years, in an effort to play a 
key role in the region's eco¬ 
nomic integration in the 21st 


century. On the business level. 
Taiwan can then serve as a 
stepping stone for local and 
multinational businesses to 
invest in and develop Asia- 
Pacific markets. On the 
macro-economic level, it can 
become a strong base for 
developing all kinds of irade 
and economic relations with 
Asia-Pacific nations, making 
it a center of business activi¬ 
ties. such as manufacturing, 
trans-shipment, finance, tele¬ 
communications. and media 
operations. 

The ultimate goal is to 
make Taiwan a science and 
technology island in this 
region. 


How do yon see Taiwan's 
relationship to the Far East 
region and to China in 
particular? 

We are entering the new era 
ot the 2iih century. What the 
whole world emphasizes today 
is peace, development and 
cooperation. The cold war. hot 


war and confrontation should 
be thrown into the crash-can of 
history. There is no country 
that does not desire regional, 
global peace and prosperity. 

Taiwan, being a member of 
the Far East Region whose 
prosperity and development 
definitely rest on its stability, 
will spare no effort in coopera¬ 
tion with its neighbors in fos¬ 
tering the stable harmonious 
situation in this region, so that 
the region could enjoy the 
fruits of prosperity and peace. 
Disregard the lack of official 
diplomatic ties with the neigh¬ 
boring countries. Taiwan 
maintains stable substantial 
relationships with them. 

Regrettably, the relation 
between the two Chinas across 
the Taiwan Straits, remains 
non-progressive. 

We want peace. We want 
any difference be solved by 
peaceful means. 

Taiwan today has developed 
into a full-fledged democratic 
state. Yet as a result of the 
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tragic civil war> lhe Chinese 
nation was politically divided 
following the October 1. 1949 
establishment or the PRC gov¬ 
ernment on the Chinese 
mainland. 

In recent years,, our side has 
come to acknowledge the real¬ 
ity of China's political divi¬ 
sion and has sought to engage 
in peaceful exchange and 
negotiations with the PRC side 
in an effort to huiid mutual 
trust and understanding that 
will be absolutely necessary 
for the fostering of stable and 
constructive relations. 

We are sincerely hoping 
that through peaceful 
exchanges in various fields 
such as trade, visits, culture 
etc. mutual understanding and 
confidence could be reached 
and hopefully could lead to 
the eventual re-unification in 
the future under the principles 
of freedom, democracy and 
prosperity. 
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Munir Bashir 




I His music will 
continue to fathom 
Arab culture 
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Only Cfctire, with tier oversized brain, 
wore an expression of ppftcem:.-’'. 


By a Star Staff Writer 


M unir Bashir, who died test week in 
Hungry at the age of 67. was argu¬ 
ably one of the greatest, musicians 
iu the Arab world. Seen as the 
supreme master of the oud. a forerunner to the 
European lute, he rescued Arabic music from 
regional obscurantism into international respect¬ 
ability. Bashir wanted to stump the Arab cultu¬ 
ral musical heritage, and identity onto the world 
stage, an aim that he sought to realize ever since 
he started to play music. The oud was the prime 
instrument for doing thaL 

Although he was trained to play the chiilo. 
oud was his favourite musical instrument which 
he started to play at a very early age. 

“The oud is the greatest instrument created by 
man." he told The Star in an earlier interview 
before he died. "It is the most beautiful and 
noblest of all instillments which came in the ini¬ 
tial formation of music." he added. 

Bashir, who was bora in Iraq in 1930 and 
come from a well-known musical family, was a 
great humanitarian. “During my early days 1 
wanted to become a lawyer to fight for the 
poor." he said. However, he was swayed into 
the family tradition, training at the Iraqi Musical 
Academy before going to Hungary to complete 
his studies. 

This humanist dimension was yet to leave an 
indelible mark on his character. For. as a musi¬ 
cian, he saw his rale as one of building bridges 
between cultures. “Hold your identity and stride 
to the world," he said, emphasizing “that this is 
an essential way to spread humanitarianism 
around the world." 

Building was the very essence of his musical 
philosophy. It was derived through musical edu¬ 
cation. "I taught myself the history of musk." 

That was very important for Bashir as it 
reflected his latter music which is based on 
"Arab tradition". Not only was he an expose of 
the oud but set out also to recreate a musical tra¬ 


dition represented by the Iraqi Maqams. 

“1 play Maqams that belong to a particular 
geographical area in Iraq, which is the very epit¬ 
ome of tradition." His improvisations reflected 
the depth of Arab musical heritage. It depicted a 
bygone age of mysticism, but one that is unri¬ 
valled by modernity. ‘Tradition lives on with 
humanity, and should not be thought “of as a 
museum piece." he said, adding that it must be 
revitalized. 

During his days. Bashir played in over 50 
countries. His music will continue to serve as a 
cultural link. He used to say that "contrary, to 
what many believe, western audiences love the 
oud. They would listen to my music tor hours on 
end." This was documented by videos of his 
concerts. People were not only listening 
intensely, but somehow transferred into a higher 
state of meditation that reflected an inner philos¬ 
ophy of mankind. 

Traditional mediation is really a working 
example of man who is abcl to communicate his 
culture and beliefs to a people of a different cul¬ 
ture and musical traditions such as those belong¬ 
ing to Bach. Mozart and Beethoven." Bashir 
was well versed in European music and western 
musical heritage. 

He used to castigate Arab musicians for being 
western-oriented in their music and songs. “We 
have no idea of the value of the oud and no 
understanding of our music." he said. “We think 
that we have to sing in a foreign language, so 
that they “[Europeans) could understand." he 
added. "Europeans and Americans are noi con¬ 
cerned with language, hut with expressions." 

He played Arabic improvisations in the most 
famous music halls in London. Paris, Budapest. 
Vienna. He played also in Moscow and Tokyo. 
The music of Munir Bashir won him worldwide 
accolades. He was awarded the m89 UNESCO- 
International Music Council Prize. It was fol¬ 
lowed by a long list of medals and decorations 
from universities, institutes and musical aeade- 
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mies in countries like Spain. France. Germany. 
Italy. Poland. Jordan, Japan j»*d Brazil He 
received the Order of Independence tram His 
Majesty King Hussein, the Order of Civil 
Merit —First Class from King Juan Carlos "f 
Spain and ihc Order of Culture from France to 
name but few. 

Bashir was the general secretary t'f the Arab 


Academy of Music of the Arab League for 10 
years. Among his other posts in Iraq, "he was the 
vice-president of the International Music Coun¬ 
cil of UNESCO. He lived in Jordan for the last 
three years. Being married to a Hungarian, he 
had a home there as well. He contributed greatly 
to the cultural life of Jordan, participating in 
munv of its concerts and festivals. ■ 


A Jordanian journey through Frankfurt f Diana: 




as 








Biltaji 


WHEN THE red-rose city of Petra and the high 
rise sky scrapers of Frankfurt come together, a 
grand festival is bound to erupt. On 30 Septem¬ 
ber, a gala dinner was held under the patronage 
of the Minister of Tourism Mr Akel Biltaji to 
launch the Jordanian Gastronomic and Cultural 
Week in Frankfurt. 

Hotel Inter.Conlinenta! Jordan in coordination 
with Royal Jordanian sought to introduce Jorda¬ 
nian culture and cuisine to Europe. 

The gala dinner had 250 guests, including 
VIP’s, tour operators, and the press. The dinner 
was attended by Mr Biltaji. the Jordanian 
Ambassador to Germany. Mr Hussein Ham- 
mami and his wife, and Ms Suazaane Mdanat, 
Area Manager in Germany for Royal Jordanian 
Airlines. 

Guests at the dinner had the opportunity to 
experience the Jordanian ambiance. As soon as 
guests entered the Hotel Intercontinental Frank¬ 
furt, they were greeted by the warm smile from 
the Jordanian coffee man who sat within a mag¬ 
nificent Jordanian tent. Mr Gerhard Montrovit, 
Hotel InterContinental Frankfurt's General 
Manager greeted the guests. He thanked Mr Bil- 


taj. Hotel InterContinental. Jordan, and the Craft 
Center for making the promotion possible. A 
special banks was given to Royal Jordanian Air¬ 
lines who sponsored the Jordanian chets and the 
folklore troupe Ya Hula's flight to Frankfurt. In 
addition. Royal Jordanian donated two round 
trip tickets to be used as a lottery prize at the end 
of the Jordanian Gastronomic and Cultural 
Week. 

Mr Biltaji responded to die welcoming speech 
from the InterContinental General Manager hy 
saying how difficult it was to say no to the 
Inter Continental Jordan when asked to attend 
the Jordanian promotion in Jordan. Mr Biltaji 
gave credit to the Jordan Inier.Coniincmal Hotel 
for being Jordan's foremost five star hotel and 
the pioneer in tourism promotion. 

Another motivation behind the Minister's visit 
to Frankfurt was to target the German market 
and io encourage Jordan's attraction m German 
tour operators. In addition, he attributed the visit 
as a cultural exchange between the two nations. 
The event in Germany runs simultaneously with 
the InterContinental Jordan Okinberlesi which 
is beinu celebrated in Amman. ■ 


Korean films at RCC 


AMMAN (Starl—As part of its cultural 
activities in Jordan, the South Korean 
Embassy in Amman is holding a two-day 
film show at the Royal Cultural Center 
between 10-11 October. Three films are 
being shown that seek to highlight various 
aspects of Korean like. 

The first film, titled “Marriage Story” is 
about a newly wed who marry despite the 
wishes or their families. Later on, the couple 
find out that marriage is not what it is 
cracked up to he. They find that love and 
marriage are very different from what they 
had thought. 1 

The second film. “Fly High, Run Far” is a 
historical film about the life of Choi Shi- 
hynng. the son or the founder of an indige¬ 
nous religious cult. “Chondogyo”. He 
devotes his life to the propagation oT his 
beliefs in spite of court repression, and 
finally dies on the gallows in the latter part 
of the Choson Dynesty <1392-1910). 

The third film is called the Pinwheel. It is 
about the contrast of fife in the countryside 
and the city as seen through the eyes of two 
people—Nam-do and Nam-shik—growing 
up under the care of their grandmother. 
Having experienced life in the citv, Nam-do 
returns to his village. 

The films which are held in cooperation 
between the Ministry of Culture and the 
South Korean Embassy in Amman, are 
being shown on 4 pm and 7 pm on both Fri¬ 
day and Saturday. 



Fly High . Run High 
(Above). 
Marriage Story (bottom 
right) 


The golden 
princess 


She has abruptly left the world- •• 

As the sun sets .at thcehdofday \*f 

,e Diana was its warmth arid its ray ” •/ 
Never blueness in the sky ; 

to be found ,. ■ 

Any more nor the blueness 
of the sea '■ 

She pains the colors of beauty ' V 
And moons all threads and .? 

rythmes of music. - 
The storm of rumors follow 
her to kill 

For a picture bounty hunters to sell.. 

A life of cheap price pays ' 

such a biUl 5 ; 

She didn 7 bid good-bye or a word ■ 

Because the truth of heavy burden 
Is always hard Ur say and 
hard to board 

Because she didn't mean to - 
leaveatall • 

Thus opened the book of humanity 
Read its first pages find her - 

had to call . , 

It will be said that once upon a time ; \ 
There was a golden princess 1 
left her castle 

Who was charming and very 
beautiful 

Wandering in streets andloved 
her people 

She gave up the surname . 

‘'Her Highness?' 

Accepted only the princess of hearts - 
Was adored to be the Queen of 
Kindness 

Refusing to be isolated from 
Her feelings, were committed 
to helpless 

Very near she waste hearts 

Very close to soul’s tenderness 
They radiate their pains in 
her mirror 

To overwhelm the world by a hand 
of peace . 

Not being cut by a land-mines terror 


Fawzi Sbalabi 



A G E N D 


European Fifrn Festival 

■ Oarage (Netherlands) 
Thursday, 9 October at 8:00 
pm. and on Monday, 13 Octo¬ 
ber, at 4 JO pm. 

■ Toto le Hems (Belgium) at 
Monday. 13 October at 8:00 
pm, and on Tuesday. 14 Octo¬ 
ber, at 4 JQ pm. 

■ Fit&xtnrddo (Germany ) , 
Tuesday, 14 October at 8:00 
pm* and on Wednesday, 15 
October, at 4:30 pm. 

■ Mi Mia Cretvyi (Greece) 
Wednesday. 15 October at 
8:00 pm, and on Thursday. 16 
October, at 430 pm. 

All films will be shown at The 
Royal Cultural Center. En¬ 
trance ticket is JD I. 

F3m 

« Age of Innocence at 
tne American Cenaar. Thurs¬ 


day, 9 October, 5:00 pm. ...... , 

■ The French LietdauneFs., 
Woman at the British CooreiV 
Tuesday. 14 October, 5:00 

® Just WUEezm ar the British 
Council, Wednesday, 15 Octo§ 
ber.5dX)pm. . 
Exhibitions 

■ Piecing it TdgetfurTxf 
Amoican artist ■ Virginia 
Harris continues at the Ac 

, can Center till 20 October 

■ A group exhibition ; 
"Aura Mediterranean? .. 
Spanish Catalan Masters 
20th century continues 
Jordan National Gallr 
fine Arts til] 28 October 

Food Fair - 

■ The International C 
School Food -fairs nwHBg* 
countries is being beMCfigjlg; 
10 October From 
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THE STAR # 


Programs on JTV 
from 11 -17 October 



cinemas 


Philadelphia I (Tel: 634149): The Fifth Element 
• Philadelphia II (Tel: 634149): The Nutty Professor 
Plaza (Tel: 699238): Caption Ron 
Concord I (Tel: 677420): Four Weddings & Funeral 
Concord II (Tel: 677420): Monkey Trouble 
Galleria I (Tel: 634149): Men in Black 
Galleria 0 (Tel: 634149): My Best Friend's Wedding 


Movies & Videos 


-f 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Twinkle 
2 JO—Moppet Show 
3:00—World of Geo 
4:00—The Vally Between 
4 JO—Beakmans World 
5:00—French Programs 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors . 

8:00—Newly Weds 
8:30—Prism 
9:10—Time Trax 
10:00—News at Ten 
10J0—Feature Film 
12 : 00 —Alien 

SUNDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10— Little Rosey 
2:30—-Jonny Quest 

3:00—Energy Express 

3:40—Lucky Laky 

4:00—American Chart Show 

4:30—Tarazan 

6:00—French Programs 

7:00—News in French 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Fresh Prince of Bel 
Air 

8:00—Cinema, Cin ema, 
Cinema 

8 JO—Straggle for 
Democracy 

9:10—Renegade 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—One West Waikiki 
11:15—The Bourne Identity 
12:00—Sisters 

MONDAY 

2:00—Holv Koran 
2:10—The Show With The 
Mouse 

2 JO—Cowboy of the 
Moomesa 

3:00—Gillette Sports Special 

3 JO—Riding High 
4:00—Animal Show 
4:30—Ocean Girl 


NBA Game, Friday 4:30 pm 
5:15—French Programs 

7 JO—News Headlines 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 
8:00—Morphy Brown 

8 JO—Babylon 5 
9:10—Hi ghlan der 
10:00—News at Ten 

10:30—Emergency Roomier) 
11:15—Homicide 

TUESDAY 

2:09—Holy Koran 
2:10—Sandocan 

2 JO—CJLO. 

3:00—Skippy 

3 JO—The Album Show 

4 JO—Square One T.V 

5:15—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
TJ3S ^—Sara . . 

8:60—Tilt 

8 JO—Encounter 


9:10—Nature of Things 
10:00—News at Ten 
10 JO—Great Defender 
11:15—1 Remember Nelson 

WEDNESDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 
2:10—Jouny Quest 

2 JO—Super Daue 
3:00—Secrets of Treasure 
Island 

3 JO—Spell Binder 
4:00—Monsters Today 
4:30—Border Town 
6:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7J5—Neighbors 

8:00—Grace under Fire 
8:30—Challenges 
9:10—Kung-Fu 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:25—Land’s End 
11:00—American Gothic 


THURSDAY 

2:00—Holy Koran 

2:10—New Kids on the Back 

2:30—My Little Fairy Tale 

3:00—America's Funniest 

People 

3 JO—He Shoot He Scores 
4:00—I Love Lucy 

4 JO—The Boy from 
Andromeda 

5:00—French Programs 
7:00—News in French 
7:30—News Headlines 
7:35—Tririal Pursuit 
8:00—Paren thood 
8 JO—lois and dark 
(Superman) 

9:10— Winfrey Show 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30—Feature Film 
12:00—Step By Step 

FRIDAY 

2:00— Holy Koran 
2:10—Leo The Lion 
2 JO—Fred And Barney 
3:00—Wish Bone 
3:30—Lucky Lake 
4:00—Family Matters 
4:30—NBA 

5 JO—French Film 
7:00—News in French 
7 JO—News Headlines 
7:35—Neighbors 

8:00—The Health Show 
8:30—Adventures of Brisco 
County 

9:10—Sea Power 
10:00—News at Ten 
10:30— Best Seller 
11:15—Feature Film 

PROGRAMMES 
EN FRANCAIS 

SAMEDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Cyber-vision 


7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 

L ‘tL irfdr Colomh 

DIMANCHE 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Magazine 

Fain pas river 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15 —Magazine pour tons 

Ziva 

LUNDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Thaiassa 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine scientiSque 
Cinq stir cinq 

MARDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5:30—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00 —Savoir plus sante 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Orient sur Seine 

MERCREDI 

5:00—Secrets de famille 
5 JO—Des chiffres et des 
lettres 

6:00—Lshuaui 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—E = M6 

4EUDI 

5:00—La France 

aux mllle visages 
5:30—Fort Bayard 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Le dessous des cartes 

VENDREDI 

5:30— Paris minuit 
7:00—Le journal 
7:15—Magazine 



Programs are subject to change by JTV 


Masterminds 


Ozzie Paxton (Vincent Kartheiser) is a 14 
year old who’s rebellious behavior had 
him expelled by 
Claire Maloney 
(Brenda Ficker), 
principal to the 
upscale suburban 
Shady Glen School 
After taking his sister 
to class one day, Oz 
sneaks into the 
basement to set up 
one security 
consultant Raif 
Bentley (Patrick 
Stewart) has taken 
the entire student 
body hostage... 

The Film directed by 
Roger Christian. 



rf-lTum tW-l.T nm.'ay a- q g-ur^y 




1 

2 

3 

4 

14 




17 




20 





ORB PUZZL 


10 

11 

12 

13 

16 




19 









26 

27 

28 


34 




37 




40 




43 





49 

50 

51 


57 




60 




63 






© 1997. Tribune Media Serriees 


ACROSS 

1 Phonapapn 
record 

5 Hamburger, e-g. 
10 Ctrcufts 

14 Vicinity 

15 See eye to eye 

16 Dies— 

17 Use the phone 

18 lion cries 

19 Mona- 

20 itaBanwine 
center 

21 Access Moran 

22 Monumental 
gateway 

23 Conclusive 

25 Wod'W'sSP 

26 Classify. 

29 Antiseptic. 

compound 

34 Metriclunft 

36SingngS»w 

37 BipP^ 


38 RoBywttrahole 

39 Nimbus 

40 Jai— ' 

41 Strong—ox 

42 Discourage 
from acting 

43 Backless couch 
45 Partridge 


DOWN 

1 Infant’s word 

2 Fleur-de-fe 

3 Stock exchange 
' membership 

4 Orange-yeHcw 
flower 

5 Maorpa 

6 Greek meeting 


46 Chum ~ 

47 Rangoon’s land 
49 Fish 

52 Fish 

53 Alphabet run 

57 Journey 

58 S3ky fabric 

59 Vtenfianeslana 

60 Speak a certain 
way 

61 Sharp 

62 Pound 

63 wak the fine : 

64 Hebrew prophet 

65 Twelvemonth 


7 Low-growing . 
.. plant 

8 Seabird 

9 Affirmative 

10 BeR-shaped 

fewer 

11 Seed coat 
‘12 0—.Texas 
13 Actor Connery 
22 Arab gp. 

24 Wrath . ' 

25 poemof rustic 
Bfcvar. 

2 g IsBorrf 
27 Fur piece 


28 MassofJce 

30 Baiting place 

31 Speak 

. pompously . 

32 The fife of— 

33 Anchors 
35 Slacken the 

strain 

38 —out (extricate 
- from trouble) 

42 Comic DeLuise 

44 Angry 

45 Hoisting 
devices 

48 Join 
49WWIIsfte 
50. Baby’s bed 

51 Go up 

52 Mexican 
favorite' 

54 Labyrinth 

55 WiterEphron 

56 Grave! ridges 
58 Unde— 


** *—THIS WEEK’S- * 

* HOROSCOPE * 


By Linda Black 


Weekly Tip: There won’t be much time to ponder. You’ll 
have to know whar you’re doing to keep up with the crowd. 
Save major derisions. Intellectual endeavors, such as writ¬ 
ing, are favored. 

Aries (March 21-April 19). Finish the overdue item. Be 
rice, or you’ll lose a game you didn't know you were play¬ 
ing. Gel some of your groovy concepts down in writing, or 
you won’t impress your superiors. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Rescue a friend who's stress¬ 
ing. Don’t get into the story, just provide reassurance. The 
woikload*s too heavy, and somebody’s yelling at you to get 
ii done. Not good working conditions. Tough it out, and 
you’ll get what you want. 

Gemini (May 21-Jnne 21). Don’t be late to work again. 
The boss knows when you're not there. If you and your 
friends share expenses, a trip is doable. Don't get in between 
quarreling lovers. They will make up. with or without your 
advice. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). A conversation with a wise 
foreigner is soothing. Watch out for a feisty person. Stay out 
of his/her way. Don't get your feelings hurt by a snotty 
administrator. S/he is just in a rotten mood. 

Leo (July 23-Aug, 22). Money's light. Take your date for 
a walk around the neighborhood instead. A grouchy, older 
person demands time and anention. Be careful. 

Virgo (Ang. 23-Sept 22). A partner’s financial problems 
afreet yon. Shuffle the funds so that there’s enough. If you 
have trouble paying back a loan, negotiate a new deal. 

Libra (Sept 23-OcL 23). Pay attention to ace the assign¬ 
ment. Also be creative. An obnoxious loudmouth could ger 
in your face. Be kind and considerate, of course. That's your 
best weapon. 

Scorpio (Oct 24-Nov. 21 ). Make plenty of time for love. 
Your sweetheart is in a compliant mood, but don't ask for a 
commitment. The workload is intense. 

Sa gitt a ri us (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Don't run o(T. A friend 
. needs attention. If you live alone, water the plants and clean 
the fishbowl. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22 -Jan. 19). Pay extra anention lo 
supervisors and make lots of points. Split lime between 
work and home. Discuss your plans for the future. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Expenses put a dent in your 
budget Get what you need second-hand to save. Turn 
down an invitation. You can't afford lo go. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Money’s coming and going 
at an alarming rate. Don't spend it all in one place. A friend 
settles you down, much to your delight. 

If You’re Having a Birthday This Week: Focuson oth¬ 
ers. Lean) To listen. Start with a partnership and end up with 
a happy crowd. Get help with a rocky relationship, to hon¬ 
eymoon in June. 



Rare Books & Prints 


Rare engravings. Unique views of 
Jerusalem, Jerash, Um Qais and Petra. 
Also views Syria, the Holy Land, 
Lebanon and Egypt. 

For more information Telefax: 664805. 


School's out? 
What now? 
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S' Conditions tie travail 

[jp'35 heures, c’esi pour demain... 

(Seif en effet dernain que debute la conference sur I'emploi et 
les salaires. Si le gouvemement et les partenaires sociaux 
parviennent d s'entendre, les Francois tie devraient plus 
travailler que 35 heures par semaine au lieu de 39 heures. 
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S 4 b ** S -: / H heurcux de lrav ? m ' 

B _ tj ' : v- * Toul depend dvide 

5 _^s. 9 conditions qui leur 

CL“DT r .«- c.«.»v 1 In^ I’nilliete 


Manifestation intersyndicale a Lyon deja en 3996pour 
les... 32 heures ! 


Depuis I'instauration des 
conges payes en 1936 et des 40 
heures par semaine. jamais la 
reduction de la durSe du travail 
n'aura etc si brutale. 

Avec les annees-chomage. la 
reduction du temps dc travail - 
la RTT- apparaii comme up 
instrument de p3rtage du travail 
qui repose sur une simple regie 
de trois : je reduis la duree du 
travail. j'embauehe des 
ehomeurs pour compenser cetic 
baissc. I'Etai Economise les de- 
penscs dues au chomagc el peui 
aider financifcrement les entre- 
prises en rdduisant. par exem- 
ple. le laux des cotisations soci- 
ales. 

En juin 1996. la loi de Ro- 
bien permeitait dfja aux enire- 
prises de beneficier de 30 it 
40% d'exoneration de charges 
sociales. pendant 7 ans, si el les 
rtkluisaient la dunSe du travail 


de 10% cl augmentaient leurs 
cffectifs ue 10%. Cette toi a 
permis de over des em plots ou 
d'eviler des licencicmems. 

Mais I'economte lonctiomie- 
i-elle scion ies lo's dc 
I'urithmetique 7 Air.si un 
rie qui travjille meins long- 
temps esi plus Irate e: sou vert 
plus producer, il n"e>s done res 
forcement necessatre 

d'embuueher .utunt 
i'indiquc un calcu! pn;r.;:ire. 
D'autrc pan. la RTT «.upp«««c 
que les salaries puissent >e 
substiluer les ur. aux .mires. il 
faui done de la He* i hi lire :i dc 
la polyvalence dans les 
equipes. Pour Charles Vv\- 
plosz. professcur ii I'EluIc des 
hautes etudes iniemationales de 
Geneve -jrf on decide Us 35 
heures payees 39, les cm repri¬ 
ses " rant accelcrer 
I'uuioinaiisuiion ei. si fit foil 


35 heures payees 35. on par- 
iage le choiniigC". Pour le 
CNPF (Cnnseil National du 
Patronat Francois). un passage 
oblige et generalise aux 35 
heures avee maintien du salaire 
fera'st ndcessairemeni pend re de 
la competitivite aux entrepri- 
ses. Resultat: le chomagc aug- 
memcrait illico. Pas question 
non plus., pour l'instant de n£- 
gocier des baisses de salaires 
en echunge de ces 35 heures 
pour tous : *•ires difficile a 
obtenir sur le terrain* selon les 
patrons. Autre argument con- 
ire : Faul-il iravailler moins 
quand les concurrents interna- 
tionauv uuvail lent plus ? 

El les Frangais scraient-ils 
heureux de travailler moins ? 
Toul depend evidemment des 
conditions qui leur soni propo- 
s«Ses. Une enquete r&ilisee en 
1995 oar I'lNSEE montre que 
les tn»is quarts des salaries a 
temps coinplcl refuseraieni la 
RTT s’ils y pendaient du pou- 
v.iir d'achai. les plus, redeems 
cLint les jeunes de moins de 24 
ans. Us racceptenuent plus vo- ■ 
Imttiers s'ils ctaient surs qu'elle 
croc des emplois. 

Dernicrc question, les ca¬ 
dres. qui ont la reputation de ti- 
nir tard 1c soir et d'emporter 20 
i; ifits Je dossiers sous les bras 
pour le week-end. pourront-ils 
beneficier de la RTT 7 Si oil en 
croit Xavier Lefiaive. consul¬ 
tant. la reponse est oui. Suite a 
un accord d’cnircprisc il a ac¬ 
cept*: d'echanger 7% dc son sa- 
l.iire contre 44 jours de conges 
supplcmenlaires par an. «Bien 
sur il faux apprendre it raver 
dm jours dam son agenda el a 
s\ confirmer* mais la RTT 
..e'esi iuccnsion de redccou- 
i rir le cinema, la lecture, et de 
faire de la recherche en socio- 
l MJU’". B 


Avec le concours de la 
press e magazine fran^aise 


Pas plus de 48 heures par sesnaiiae eu Jordame 


Le code du travail, eu-it une 

premiere fate en 1960, a Ate reorganise 
Fannee.denilere, La loi Umite ainsi le 
nombre d’heures legates de travail it 8 
heures par jour et 48 heures par se¬ 
maine. Les heures suplementaires doi- 
vent etre payees 125% plus cheres. 

L’employe a un jour minimum de re- 
.pos par semaine, qui n’est pas forcemeat 
le vendredi. Au total, il a droit a 14 jours 
de cong6s pay£s par an, 21 jours sprite 
cinq ans d'andennete. 

Le nouveau code de travail cnmpte au 
total 150 pages qui donoent le cadre des 
conditions de travail en Jordanie et de- 
termine les droits et les devoirs de eba- 
cnn. Malgre cela, les relations patrons/ 
employes demeurent trfes pen r^lemeu- 
tees. Ainsi le contrat de travail, qui eta- 
blit noir sur blanc ce qui s'impose a cha- 
cune des parties, n’est pas obligatoire. 
Liberie est done laissle il i'employeur de 
changer les conditions de travail de son 


ouvrier selon sun bon vouloir. 

Le salaire egalement 4chappe a la pro¬ 
tection de la loi. 3 est fixe librement par 
i’employeur. Dans ces conditions, le Smic 
fsalaire rrilnimural a la fran^aise est id- 
une fiction ou un doux paradte- 
De plus, les move ns dont dispose I’Etat" 
WKir "fairt appliquer les quelques regies 
&3ictees sont’fres limit&s. Le Jordanie ne 
compte en effet que 196 inspecteurs du 
travail, plus occupes aujourd’hui a faire 
la chassc aux elandestins qu’aux mille pe- 
tiies infrcctions a !a legislation, selon Ha- 
mada Abu Nijmeh. couaeiller juridiqoe au 
mlnistere du travail. 

il exists des tribunaux pour ponlr les 
patrons «ssclav£gistesv mais «les gens ne 
font uas con fiance a la loi , confie M. Abu 
Mjsieh. avant de corriger. souvenU Us ne 
sarent combien les tribunaux peavent les 
dtferutre .v. S 


Un mauvais rapport pour la justice saoudienne 

svstUme judiciaire en Arabic saoudde eta Anwics ^ Arabie saoudite ne peat 

ancien tmployid'un neveu du roiFahd. {& ^ ^ 

fournir des garanlies pour un, pro^ leur avantage*, est-U aqftiqui 


ancien employi d’un neveu du douvoir iudidaire permet & la famflle 

fournir des garanties pour un proems . yELtmih leur avantage*, est-3 expUqui 

royale et aux pcrsomies preventive appUqufc en 

dons un rapport de Human Rights Watch. ^La p que ]-' llsas e de la contramteet, 

Arabie et cellc des aveux sans preuve ni confirm . -o nazes L’organisation soutifcne 

dcs tortures pour obtenir one iocdpatioo ^, ajouu,k ngon * dSff' 

le eas d'un Syrien condamne a mart pour * s ° rc *f! e ' lessee par Vaccasi a qui aurment pu 

n ’« Hi entendu, en depil d’une liste de plus de ZOpensonn^dressee^iaccm ^ ^ ^ 

temoigner de son uinoneence, _fff eur de Tampleur et de la nature des crimes 

publie (...) pennet aux autontes de decider* leur guise ae i 

et des sentences*, affirme encore HumanRtgMswaun. dont phis de 100 depuis le d8M 

Plus de 540 executions ont eu lieu en Arabie saoudite depuis iwv, aom, p «« v 

de Vannie, selon les chiffres de ^organisation. 
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Le systbme judici 

la loi tslamique.'r 
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".. Hamas-Israel-Jordanie 

Hussein, nouveau roi de la diplomatie m 

De I’habilete et de I'ambiguite de la diplomatie jordanienrie : lerpiHussemestSpm^^ 
p eflTprL de done des dewc demiires semames ^dytonuUM 
P souverain hachemite a su avec maestna menager la chevre et le chou. 


titta* 
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Les resultats Ji- 

plomaiique5 obienus par le roi 
Hussein en oni satisfait plus 
d'un: 

1. Le Hamas est ravi : 
deux leaders de poids. soignes 
en me me lemps dans le me me 
hopital d'Amman. am au- 
jourd'hui retrouv^ tous leurs 
tnoyens. D'autre part, avec le 
coslume-cravatc de Mesha'al el 
le fauleuil roulant du vieil 
homme Cheikh Yassinc. on est 
loin de la folie devastatrice des 
«Human bombs?'. Pour la pre¬ 
miere fois peui-etre. e'esi la 
branche politique du mouve- 
meni integrisie palestinien et 
non ses balaillons de volon- 
taires pour ia mort qui ont tail 
la une des joumaux et des tele¬ 
visions du monde entier. 

2. Les islamistes applau- 
dissent: les FrSres Musulmans 
de Jordanie ont envoye une let- 
ire de remcrciements au roi. 

. qui du coup retrouve une place 
d'honneur aupres des partisans 
du mouvemem islamiste. Tou- 
tefois. ils ont refuse de revenir 
sur leur boycott des prochaines 
elections legislatives et accuse 
encore le gouvemement de ne 
pas accepter le dialogue. 

3. Les Palestinians sont 
aux anges isauf peut-etre Ara¬ 
fat qui doit faire face h un re- 
cain de credibilite du Hamas): 
als viennent de retrouver un 
guide spirituel, enferme depuis 
huit ans par Israel et des pri- 
sonniers ont ete liberes. 

Pour iraiter avec Israel, le 
souverain hachdmiie a choisi , 
par ailleurs I'ambiguite et le 
double discours. 

1. Pas question de se 
brouiller avec le pays de Ne- 
tanyahou. Dans ce jeu delicat. 
le gouvemement jordanien, no- 
tamment son ministre de 
I'inforaiation. chargd de jouer 
les rabar-joie et la discretion, a 
refusd jusqu’au bout 
l'hypothese-Mossad dans 
I'anentat contre Mecha’al ou 
celle d'un marchd entre les 
deux pays riverains du Jour- 
dain. A cet egard, le gouveme- 
ment a adopid des precautions 
de langage dont il ne s'dtail pas 
embarrasse apres I’attaque con- 
ire les deux diplomates israe- 
liens (voir ci-contre). 

2. Pas question non plusde 
laisser Israel mettre en peril 
la securite du royaume en 
toute impunite. Au roi 
Hussein done, les ndgociarioos 
et les pressions en coulisses sur 
Benjamin Netanyahou pour rd- 
colter in fine les fruits de la 
boulette isradlienne. 

* Au total, le gouvemement 
hachemite risque d'avoir perdu 
un peu plus encore la confiance 
des Jorda-niens. En revanche, 
le roi Hussein, plus charisma- 
tique que jamais sur la seine 
iaiemationale, peui apparaire 
comme un double leader: celui 
de la cause palesrinienne el 
surtoui celui de la paix, i»ur 
laquelle Arafat et Netanyahou 
se sont reirouvds hier pour la 
premiere fois depuis 8 mois. B 



// peut lever Us bras au cieL Avec Vaff«in Mecha’al, U roi Basse* est un le^r 

Affaire Mecha’al: les pincettes du gouvernemc* 

... . . * _^ inr/imip.n s’est■■GVfflCfi&r* 




22 septembre : Tentative 

d'assassin at contre deux employes de 
1'ambassade israelienne a Amman. Dans un 
communique, publie le jour mfeme. le gou¬ 
vemement - denonce fermement l attentat 
perpetre contre deux - 


employes de 

I'ambassadc d'lsrael 
el s’engage a pour- 
suivre tout auteur 
1 7u insiigatcur de ce 
crime*. Le soir. a la 
television, il promel 
une forte recom¬ 
pense pour toute in¬ 
formation permet- 
tant la capture des 
assail lams. De son 
cdte. le roi Hussein 
se rend immddiEle¬ 
ment au chevet des 
deux blesses au Cen¬ 
tre mddical et quali- 
fie lattentat de 
-navrant ei de deg- 
radant». 


septembre : 1^ m | _ 

— nistre de I'information Samir 
Mutawi qualifie les accusa¬ 
tions apparues dons la presse 
locale selon laquelle le Mos- 
- sad serak dernfere I'attentat" 



25 septembre : Le 

chef du bureau poli- d ugence a l hopttaL 


_ _ _motion n’avait pas l intenuon ^ ocioorc • & 

de tromper I’opinion publique. U gou- qu'lsrafil devrait - K-* 

vemement parle toujours de «deux tou - prisonnicre palestnuerB. \+ : 

tistes Canadians*. pour antant de marchd pour obtgic.fc^. 

nstes canaatens liberation : *11 y a des rumeurs sdon U*. 

>mbre : Le mi- quelles le prince Hassan eftaUi^Isrem: •££ 

nistre de I'information Samir [lasemaine £* 

Mutawi qualifie les accusa- speculations, une lelie \nsue . n a ^ 

dons apparues dans la presse lieu*. Le ministre de I 
locale sebn laquelle le Mos- encore la panjapation^du^Mo^d dar»• 
i^d serak dorifere I'anentat ' latteniw-- -jt le ge^itrMnent^wdtdfta, • , .• 
contre Khaled Mecha’al de pris une - ^ 2 

urumeurs > : * Amman est une bassadeur en Israeli, celale ^8<tr^Mms ; 
vide abondante de rumeurs en ce qui nous conceme. nous ^Mirons , 
et de speculations*. les risultats de finterrogatoire Jes d*uX. 

suspects». . . . • 

MK 1 *"ISt 5 octobre : U*| 

Led par le roi HusseimA Mecha'al d \tacte vresponsabte ^ 

son airivde k Amman, le par une partiequi ne - K 

leader islamiste est hospitaii- la question: *Qu avez-vous v H 

sd 3u Centre mddical al- Netanyahou et avez-\>ous w*sag<? , de ra ^ l/ “ 

Hussein. P eter xvtre umbassadeur a Tel Aviv . le -( 3 

U radio isradUenne roi rdpond : «si nous n'avions pas regu le r. ^ 

dvoque un tnarebe conclu medicament qui a ..-T 

enhe Isradl et la Jordanie ; cha'aL nous aunons engagi de nombreus . 

Ynceinft CS OCttimS*... . ■ ' : 


chef du bureau poli- a ugence a i nupu^. 
tique du Hamas. , 

Khaled Mecha'al. est conduit d'urgence au 
Centre medical Al-Hussein aprfes avoir ete 
victime d'une attaque. Deux «touristes ca- • 
nadiens* sont arrdtds sur les lieux par la 
police jordanienne. Le ministre de 
I'information Samir Mutawi dcarte 
Vhypothfese d'une • tentative d'assassinat* 
el ajoute : • Tout ce qui s'est passi n'etait- r. : . 
qu'une querelle entre le chauffeur de M. 
Mecha 'al et deux touristes canadiens qui 
faisaienl leurs courses a Tla'a Al A Ip*. 
Dans le meme temps, le Hamas publie un 
communique dans lequel il accuse claire- 
ment les services secrets jsradliens d'avoir 
attente i) la vie de leur leader politique. 


leader islamiste est hospitaii- 
sd au Centre ra6dical al- 
Hussein. 

La radio isradUenne 
dvoque un marcbe conclu 
entre Israel et la Jordanie : 
Y as sine 


contre les 
deux faux touristes canadi- 
ens-vrais agents du Mos- 
sad. Pour sa part, le mi¬ 
nis tre jordanien de 
I'information ddment tout 
lien entre les deux affaires 
et continue de parler de 
deux «Canadiens». 


27 septembre : Le ministre de 
I'information revient surges ddclarations « 
confirme que Mecha'al a bien did 
«ailaquc* mais sans mettre en cause le 
Mossad. 


2 octobre : Le Premier 
ministre Abdul Sal am Ma- 
jali ddment dgalement tout 
marehd avec IsraSl : *Le 
gouvemement ne peui ac¬ 
cuser personne avwu que 
Vinstruction ne soit termi¬ 
ner*. 



Yannick Laine 


28 septembre : Le roi Hussein ddclare 
dans une confdrence de presse que le raini- 


3 octobre : Le ministre 
C anadi an des affaires 
dtrang&res ddclare qu’*Israel a participe a 
l'attentat contre M. Mecha'al*. Ottawa 
rappelle son ambassadeur en Israel pour 
des consultations. 


Cheikh Yassine et Mecha *al a leur 
sortie du Centre medical Al-Hussein. 


6 octobre : 

Retour ./de— 
Cheikh Yassine ■ -dys 
> Gaza- .Libdra- ■ 
tion-de prison^ 
niers palesti- , v y r :.5 
niens et jordani- 
ens par .Israel. 

Retoiir en teire.-J" 
juive des deux ^y/ y 
faux touriste^.v- 
canadiens. Pour; "' •' ■ 

la premifere fote>. 
depuis le ddboc. 
de l'aftaire,rje yy; : 
gou verneraentiX-:?.;z.‘T-i r 
jordanien adm@d 
par la yoix.' : .de : i|\f'n; 


meaicaiAi-nussein. ^ 

l’intdrieur, j 

le Mossad est responsablc de I'attentaf’bQQ^- “ T 
ire Khaled Mecha'al et qu'Israet et ia Jqrds-- /- '’>• 
nic ont organisdun dchange. B — • - AA-y t- 


Economie 


Le commerce d’lrbid au bord du gouffre 

j / .. „ i m /ir c'swtf rn PS 


C’est la vie I 

L'agertda cultureld'Arru^ 






Consonunation des menages en baisse , entreprises inactives dont ^^^es so 
commergams en plein cauckemard. Bref. la deweiime ville de lordemebasadedme une recession 
economic ue. La sit uation actuelle conduit as interro ger . —..— ' u, 

dev KMik de la ville. t * T r- J " 5* “ 1 ' ' v. merce comptent sur une im- plutfit comme 1“ ^ 


Festival du cinema europecifc^ 


«Par rapport aux an¬ 
tlers SO. la ville ennnatt un ve¬ 
ritable ralenttssement de son 
activite ecanomiquc*. ntsume 
Mouhamad Shouha. dirccteur 
de ia chambre dc commerce 
d'irbid : ~Lcs files et le retour 
des vacenciers representent 
presque tes seutes periodes de 
reanbttation du commerce. 
Apres. cela reiombe •. 

Durant la prccedenie dcccn- 
nie. la presence des milHers dc 
Jordaniens ii I'et ranger, notam- 
ment dans les pays du Golfe. 
dtait l'un des motcurs de la 
croissance dconomique. Suite a 
la guerre du Golfe en 1991, 
beaucoup d'entre eux sont revc- 
nus en Jordanie. Ce hit autant 
d'entrfes d'argent frais cn 
moins et d'urte certaine 
manicre. ces retours forafs ont 
participe au fl&:hissement de 
I'dconomie. A present, le com¬ 
merce d'irbid depend a 80% 


des seuls salaries de la ville. 
scion les rcsponsables dc 1 j 
C hambre dc commerce. Mais 
leur pouvoir d'achai resie insuf- 
fisanl pour rclance-r la machine. 

Mais cst-ce lii loui le 
problemc Incontestable mem 
non. Malgre ia frogilile econo- 
mique d'irbid. il y a encore des 
temeraircs qui s'engagent dans 
le commerce libre. Lc numbre 
dcs marchands inscriis it . la 
Chambre a ainsi triple en cinq 
ans : 9iXXJ aujounl'hui centre 
3000 en 1992. Alors comment 
expliquer le marasme iScono- 
mique qui menace la ville 7 En 
realiiS les nouvelles entreprises 
se constniiscnt sur des bases 
fragiles. 

*Nous sommes toujours 
prets a dormer des consrils 

(emplacement du commence, 
conscils finanders. situation du 
marchd.... NDLR). assure Nou- 
hamad Shouha. mow personae 
ne se donne la peine dr nous 
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Baisse d’activilcs dans les rues commerfantes d’irbid. 


concerter*. Du coup, nom- 
breux sont les bouliquiers et les 
gerants de petiies surfaces qui 
se retrouvent le dos au raur k 
choisir entre la peste el le cho- 
ifira : la faillite ou la venie a 


perte. Par ailleurs. les came lots 
ct autres marc hands ambulants 
qui vendent k des prix trfes bas 
torment, une concurrence terri¬ 
ble. , M 

Face ii cdte situation, les oi- 


rigeants de la Chambre de com¬ 
merce comptent sur une im¬ 
probable rfiouverture des mar¬ 
ches avec 1'lrak. ce qui pourrait 
donner un coup de pouce au 
commerce de la ville. De leur 
c5t£. les commer^ants sonl de 
plus cn plus inquiets devant la 
crisc : *Nos gains sont en 
baisse et noire niveau de vie est 
de mains en moins assure», 
confesse le marchand Mouha¬ 
mad Khalaf. 11 n'est pas le seul 
a souffrir de la r&ession : 
*Cela devient insupportable : 
les \votes ont fortement dimi- 
nue et cette arm4e. le bfneficie 
mensuel de tna boutique a chu- 
ti de moitie*. confie Lama Ha- 
mada. en ravolant sa wlfere. 
Omar est aussi un bouUquier 
indignd qui avoue avoir vendu 
plusieurs Fois il penc. D'aprfes 
lui. *cela vaui mieux 'que de 
rester avec la caisse vide, sun- 
out qu'aujourd'hui les gens hes- 
itent d acheter*. 


au Centre culturel royal ; 
Programme du 9 au 15 octob: 


prix qui grimpent. *Je touche 
120 JD par mois. Je suit ma¬ 
rine et j'ai des enfants, raconte 
A beer, fonciionnaire, je 
n'arrive jamais a acheter tout 


ce qui est ndeessaire. Comment 
pourrais-je alors ne pas r&ler 
contre les prix ?»• La situation 
&onomiquc de la ville semble 
si d&ourageante que les habi¬ 
tants se laissent aller 1 la d£- 
prime : *Si j'avais une grosse 
somme d’argent. je ne 
1‘uiiliserais jamais pour creer 
une entreprise a Irbid*. t£- 
moigne Ihab Qoutcifan. 

La Chambre de commerce 
n'offre d'autre part aucun appui 
financier. Les marehands 
d'irbid n’ont plus qu2i prendre 
leur mal en patience en atten¬ 
dant le jour de la reprise 6cono- 
mique. B 


9 octobre: Oeroeg (Pays-Bas), a 20h00i| 

13 octobre : Oeroeg, a 16h30 K 

Toto le heros (Belgique) a M 

14 octobre: Toto le heros, a 16h30 - ^ 

Fitzcarraldo (Ailemagne),!^ 

15 octobre: Fitzcarraldo, a 16h30 

Me Mia Cravyi (Gr6ce), 4^ 


Prix : 1 JD pour les adultes, gratuit poui^iK 
ants. Les recettes sont destinies 
d education speciale de ^association des 
sulmanes, sous le patronage de Ia princesses 


Naked Ai-Khlouf 


Exposition 

L^ oeuvres des grands maitres Catalans^ 
(Picasso, Mir6, Dali..,) sont a Djebel Lvw| 
Galerie nationale des Arts, jusqn'au 28 p|| 


iecle i ■' 
, & la 



J^Jdf Ct* \ 


















«. . 




Son j. 
»< 


^fr.. 




9 OCTOBER 1997 


By Jtauinine Stein 

HOLLYWOOD-—When Jenny McCarthy 
was a 13-year-old Caiholic schoolgirl, she 
mate a horrific; discovery—her boyfriend 
was harboring a copy of Plavbov in his 
room: She did not take it well.' 

"I went crazy.” she recalls, “f said. ‘You 
are a pig'. You are looking at these sluts? 
These whores!'*' 

Fast-forward six years; McCarthy 
becomes Playboy’s Miss October 1993. 
and subsequently Playmate of the Year. 
This was no twisted ex-boyfriend revenge 
tactic, just a means of blasting into the 
spotlight That she did. following Playboy 
with two MTV gigs, magazine covers, a 
controversial ad campaign and an upcom¬ 
ing book that have hurled her, like a spit- 
ball, into the public's collective eye. . 

But now it's the dawn of a New Jenny. 
Her NBC sitcom, “Jenny,” features a new 
and improved, not so in-your-face 
McCarthy poised to take on prime time. 

She plays Jenny McMillan, a Utica, 
N.Y., grocery store cashier on the nowhere 
track who discovers that the father she's 
never met has dropped dead, leaving her 
an inheritance. She heads to Los Angeles 
with best friend Maggie (Heather Paige 
Kent) to find that Daddy Dearest is has- 
been-ish B-actor Guy Hathaway (George 
Hamilton, who will appear, post-mortem, 
throughout the season). He’s left her his 
house, a time-warp bachelor pad circa 
1974 that comes with Max and Cooper 
(Rafer Weigel and Dale Godboldo), two 
videographer dudes trying to break into the 
big time, who live in the guest house. 

The girls decide to stay, taking on temp 
work and launching a season of zany 
adventures that McCarthy herself calls 
“Laveme and Shirley for the ‘90s.” 

But is prime time ready for Jenny 
McCarthy? 

“I feel like I've graduated, like I did my 
freshman year and moved on, and it feels 
like I’m coming into my own now." she 
says with a slight accent that belies her 
Chicago roots. “And I'm so loving it 
because it*s a whole other side of me that 
people haven't seen yet, where 1 can sit 
down and have a conversation without 
sticking my tongue out (a signature piece 
of shtick). Hopefully, people will still like 


me this way. I think they will, because this 
is the sincere side.” 

Despite NBC's commitment to the show 
(they won a fierce bidding war and have 
committed to 22 episodes, unusual for a 
new sitcom), Lhe challenge of marketing 
McCarthy to a network audience may be a 
tough one. 

First, she's been in Playboy three times 
(pictures from the original shoot appear in 
the September issue), which branded her a 
sex kitten, making some women a little 
leery. She tested the limits of taste with a 
Candie’s Shoes ad campaign that showed 
her sitting naked on a toilet, panties around 
her ankles. Some magazines refused to run 
it. just as some TV stations won't run a 
new commercial for the shoe company that 
has a hefty-size plumber fixing Jenny's 
kitchen sink pipes, showing a significant 
portion of his backside. 

Second, her demographic, by her own 
admission, has been “Beavis and Butt- 
head"-ires, mostly male teens and twenty- 
somethings who followed her through 
MTV’s raucous dating show “Singled Out’ 
and the outrageous, sketch-format “Jenny 
McCarthy Show.” She quickly gained a 
reputation for pushing-the-envelope antics 
like smelling her armpits and pretending to 
eat her own vomit. 

Third, beyond that niche there's a lot of 
“Jenny who?' going on, especially among 
the members of the older-boomer-and- 
beyond set who at best have only a vague 
notion of this 24-year-old. 

Nevertheless, Warren Littlefield, presi¬ 
dent of NBC Entertainment, is quite cer¬ 
tain McCarthy possesses the qualities 
needed to succeed. 

“When she was brought to my attention 
for the first time, i thought she was some¬ 
body who was not afraid to be funny, and 
not afraid to make mistakes; she had a per¬ 
sonality dial made you just root for her... 
There are a lot of people who haven't dis¬ 
covered her yet, which is why we built a 
show that will work for a broader audi¬ 
ence.” he says. “Not everyone may know 
her by name, but they'.ve seen her on Roll¬ 
ing Stone , on the cover of Newsweek with 
a cigar, and they’re saying, ‘Oh, yeah, 
that’s that girl.' I think there’s this bub¬ 
bling of recognition." 

He admits courting a young demo¬ 


thestM 11 


Jenny McCarthy 

iiows her real self 
with ‘Jenny’ 


graphic with the show: "Last rime 1 
checked.” he says, "that's how we get 
paid. But I don't think what we're building 
with Jenny is an exclusive or narrow show. 
■Jenny* is about having that first break in 
fife, and l think that's a fun adventure." 

While at MTV. McCarthy signeJ a sit¬ 
com deal with Paramount f Paramount and 
MTV arc both owned by Viacom). 
According to Littlefield, when word got 
out, “we aggressively pursued Paramount. 
! asked the most basic of all questions. 
'Hey. can she act?' And our friends at Par¬ 
amount said. ‘We don't know.' So what I 
pitched was. ‘Weil, we do shows together, 
why not put her in an episode of 'Wings T' 

That brought McCarthy together with 
Mark Reisman and Howard Gewirtz. then 
producers on "Wings." who didn't know 
what to expect from this oui-Lhere 
personality. 

“Mark and i were vaguely aware of 
'Singled Oul'” Gewirtz adds, “but we 
didn't know what to think—(the show) 
wasn’t necessarily our thing. When we met 
her. we were immediately struck by the 
fact that she wasn't an airhead blond. She 
did the job in terms of showing the net¬ 
work that this girl can act.” 

After that. Paramount asked Reisman 
and Gewirtz to come up with a sitcom 
premise. 

McCarthy doesn't take her good fortune 
for granted; she knows she's been given a 
rare opportunity in a croshingly competi¬ 
tive field. Still, she adamantly maintains, 
she's paid her dues. 

She was all of 19. a young woman who 
had grown up in a working-class neighbor¬ 
hood. when she strode into Playboy 's Chi¬ 
cago headquarters in 1993 and offered her¬ 
self as a potential Playmate. It was. she 
maintains, a last-resort. nothing-Kwlose 
move after going broke and dropping out 
of nursing school, tending bar on Chi¬ 
cago's rough South Side, working in u 
Polish grocery store and suffering rejec¬ 
tions from local modeling and commercial 
agencies. 

“1 did Playboy for u one-way ticket to 
LA..“ McCarthy says in her own defense. 
“Something drew me over to those bunnies." 

Her issue on the newsstands, she drove 
to LA. with a U-Haul. settled in Brent¬ 
wood and started making the rounds tshc 
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Actress Jenny McCarthy at her home in Pacific Palisades photo by Anacleto Rapping 


also had a fiance; they eventually split but 
remain friends). She hooked up with man¬ 
ager Ray MunzcHn (who has also guided 
the careers of Vanna White and Pamela 
Anderson Leci. who told her about an 
audition lor a new MTV dating show. She 
couldn'i sax "yes" fast enough. But after 
four seasonx dealing with lurho-hormone- 
chaigcd guys and girls, she was more than 
ready to bjii. 

Her MTV comedy series last spring, 
'The Jenny McCarthy Show." allowed her 
vo show more range, but the pace was bru¬ 
tal—22 episodes in three months. 

Si ill. ii wasn't a bad place to be for a 
former Playmate who hadn’t even hit the 
quarter-century mark. 

Credit Manzella for not allowing 


McCarthy to languish in Bimboland. 
Despite her Playmate pedigree, he saw 
someih'rng beyond the big hair and curves: 
"I really liked her personality. It jumped 
off the page. And she has an incredible 
sense of eomedic timing." 

Manzella explains that his career- 
building strategy involves “thinking long¬ 
term. not short-term. It's the talent that 
really is the one remarkable thing here, and 
a good manager will not screw that up. 
Less is more," 

McCarthy sits in the beige-and-cream- 
toned bedroom of a Pacific Palisades home 
with a breathtaking, uninterrupted view of 
the Pacific. She happens to share it with 
Manzella. who became her boyfriend 
about three years ago. 


Rumors of a Svengali-like relationship 
the is 49) don't annoy her: “Anyone who 
questions it and then spends lime with us. 
they go. - Oh my God.' because it so makes 
sense. I need someone who is not into 
game-playing and is very mature. He 
knows what he wants and there's no bull, 
and that's so key for me. especially with 
everything that's going on in my life." 

She rises from the chair and walks into 
the kitchen, where Ray is fixing something 
to eat. McCarthy looks through sliding 
glass doors over the vast expanse of water. 

"Looks like it s going to be a beautiful 
sunset, huh?' ■ 

M Times-Washington Post- 
New* Service 
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We save you more 


Iki 


ThTmoM pleasurable (hopping 
experience . If* just about 
everything you need, ai low prices. 
Amman- 7ih Circle Tel: 814129 




■-'V 

•. ; - t-~r . 


t zl 'iMWm 


mm 


1 m- os -7 •-■•5 

< ■ . • ' i" “A 


• .. • * 
— -=?-r* 



t> k -When h 

X' :■ Has"E^ r OStoe MraS* 

The First Class Hotel in 

Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room 

Amman Tel: 607J93 

PO Box 9403 Fax 602«4 

Telex 23888 DarolUo 

Ideal Residence for 

F.oatriaies and Businessmen 


*■ Home ofthe Char Gri8 
For all your special 
occasions West End has a 
special surprise for you 
Open Daify 12:30 pm. -Midnight 


tParfie^ Cafe 


Eatable HotneXlculc 
sandwiches & Cakes 
Hublu Babiy 
Mot & Cold Drinks 
ICECREAM 
Antaan Near Al-Rabia Cirtle 
TiLS?WU 


pi&a 

W 

World’s Nal Pizza Chain 

*' Pizza Hut offers our 
beloved children a Free 
Exciting Gift with 
every kid’s meal" 

"Choose one ofthe many 
Exciting Gifts available 
now at PiZ& 
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Ammon 
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AIRFREIGT ? 
SEA FREIGHT ? 
PACKING ? 
TRAVELLING T 
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The first & best 
Chinese Resturant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabal Amman, 
near Ahliyxah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily /2:00-3:3Qp.ni 
7:00- Midnight 

Tel 638968 


0^ Coi'rtfort 

,JS^s Hotel Suites 

Luxury 

Tel 

Jt, Comfprt 

8 

£ 

§ Service 

O 

Location 

i 

In the ^|of 

s 

Sweifyieh 
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ORLANE 

Beauty Institute 

O Faciah 

0 8nd\ \kin crfStmvnt 
O Make-up 

O Luropcan manicures <fc 
padiCMTHS 

{^veider Trading Est 
Tel; 695049 




\ uet U* JfonJle //II II * Coffee ** 


nuf 5peciau; 


AUCabia, Safa Complex, 
near Chinese Embassy 
Tel: SSJS903 


Orbit, oF course! 
Just get it! 







(CHANNEL 


Seeing is believing! 

For more information or to subscribe contact your local dealer or 
Orbit Direct +357 9095000 
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Will the Internet replace your TV! 

The age of the ‘Web 
potatoes’ is upon us 


By Jabra Ghneim 
Special lo The Star 
SINCE THE dawn of the TV 
age. the term ‘couch potato' 
characterized people who spend 
most of their leisure time silting 
in front of a TV set, browsing 
through its channels. 

In the Internet age the term 
‘Web potato’ character¬ 
izes people who spend 
most of Lheir leisure 
lime browsing the Web. 

A new technology 
promises to make the 
‘Web potato' a house¬ 
hold phenomenon. 

One of the^ major 
trends in ihe”computer 
industry, for the past 18 
months, has been the so 
called Set-top boxes or 
WebTVs. The idea 
behind set-top. boxes is 
to give ..television view¬ 
ers a cheap -way to 
access the Internet, 
view e-mail, 
browse sites through 
their TV seL This solu¬ 
tion costs, at the current prices, 
less than $200. It is specially 
attractive for those who want to 
access the Net but do not neces¬ 
sarily require the functionality 
of a PC. 

To achieve ' their puipose. 
these devices come equipped 
with a remote control device in 
addition to a keyboard. 

They are compliant with 
POP3 and SMTP protocols to 
allow users to send and receive 
e-mail. Since they don't have a 
hard disk all the e-mail is saved 
on the server, but you can’t 
print your work “yet"— 


Hewlett-Packard will soon offer 
a printing solution sometime 
before the end of the year. 

Set-top boxes come 
equipped with their own web 
browsers. They also have full 
multimedia support (frames, 
JavaScript, Shockwave, Real 
Audio, etc.. > Since set-top 
boxes are meant for the whole 



WebTV: So 
311 jj grab you 


1 interactive * it will reach out and 


site 


family, they come with 
access control programs pre¬ 
installed. Readers shouldn't 
confuse a set-top box with a 
network PC. Regular PCs and 
Net PCs give users a better res¬ 
olution than a regular TV 
screen does. Add to that the 
fact that Net PCs give the users 
the ability lo download files 
and plug-ins. Putting that aside, 
the main advantage of a set-top 
box is its cheaper price, which 
makes it highly accessible to 
users on limited budgets. In 
addition, the larger viewing 
area of a TV screen allows 


advertisers and other interested 
parties to show more content 
and productions that look closer 
to what you would expect from 
a TV. When this technology 
comes into wide use it will 
offer advertisers the ability to 
offer interactive advertising. 

Interactive advertising is 
more than a passive experience 
where a user swallows 
everything shown lo 
him. if a user likes 
what he/she sees, this 
user, can click on the 
advertiser's URL and 
go directly to his site, 
which will enable the 
user to get all the 
information needed 
on a certain product 
or service. 

If the user likes the 
information available, 
the product can be 
ordered directly. This 
would open up a 
whole new era. where 
firms can directly 
measure the effi¬ 
ciency of their advertising. 

Set-top boxes still need to 
resolve the problem of resolu¬ 
tion to become mure attractive 
to consumers. A company 
called ‘Princeton Graphics Sys¬ 
tems’ has a product called 
‘Arcadia Home Monitor’ which 
solves the problem by porting 
television’s low resolution 4 
MHz video stream to a high 
resolution 27 or 31-inch con¬ 
vergent monitor. Big industrial 
names such as Philips and Sony 
are already in the game. Micro¬ 
soft finds the idea so interesting 
that it bought a company called 


CNS creates alliances & agreements: 

Primus offers users much more 


COMPUTER NETWORKING 
Services (CNS). the company 
that owns and operates one ol 
Jordan's leading bulletin board 
services. Primus: is witnessing 
much activity and 
developments. 

As part of its aim to deliver 
more facilities to Primus sub¬ 
scribers. CNS has created alli¬ 
ances and agreements with a 
number of Jordanian organiza¬ 
tions and companies. 

First. CNS has finalized a 
deal with National Express, the 
issuers of a top credit curd, 
allowing users to subscribe to 
National Express services on¬ 
line. receiving 50 percent otl 
the initiation Fee and providing 
the option to be billed for credit 
coni use on-line. 

Also, as part of the aim to 
create a large market-place 
inside Primus. CNS has 
reached an agreement with 
Kentucky Fried Chicken 


f KFC) bv which users can 
make orders on-line! So. next 
lime vnu feel like having some 
chicken, log into Primus, place 
an order and wail lor the door 



Ml io ring! 

Forte Grand Hoiel is also 
cooperating with CNS. by 
going on-line and providing 
membership at its hot night¬ 
spot- L*uinos. through Primus. 

For shoppers. Fun Directory 
will soon allow users lo pur¬ 
chase their favourite CD titles 


on-line through Primus. Also. 
Primus subscribers get a IP 
percent discount off products 

sold by Fun Directory. 

To create more interactivity 
between users and the authori¬ 
ties. the General Intelligence 
Department (GID) will go on¬ 
line and full information on the 
Jordanian constitution, peace 
treaty and more will be availa¬ 
ble. Also. CNS announces' that 
its Jordan Directory including 
Hospitals. Embassies. Hotels 
and more is done. 

CNS has recently moved to 

its new offices in Ai Madeenah 
A1 Mounawarah Street, in West 
Amman. The move aims to 
provide customers with better 
services due to the high capac¬ 
ity of lines the area offers. 

In fact. CNS now oFfers Pri¬ 
mus customers more than 100 
phone lines. 



News i 



Cairo Telecorop ‘97 

• A regional telecommunica¬ 
tions and computing show is to 
be held in Cairo from 4 to 7 
December. 1997. 

Cairo Telecomp. ‘97 is the 
second international trade lair 
for information technology, tel¬ 
ecoms. satellite and broadcast¬ 
ing. It covers ihe Middle East 
and North Africa. Telecomp 
‘97 is officially supported by a 
number of authorities in Egypt 
including the Ministry ot 
Transport and Communica¬ 
tions. ARENTO and the Prime 
Minister himself The official 
sponsor is the Emirates Tele¬ 
communications Corp. I Eiisu- 


lult. Telco*mp ^7 will be held 
ai the Cairo International Con¬ 
ference Center. For more infor¬ 
mation. contact the organizers. 
Fair Trade, in Germany on tele¬ 
phone + 49-02-21 -15-65-0 or 
fax +49-62-21 -45-65-25. 

Microsoft re-shuffles posts 
and regional organization 

• Microsoft lias announced a 
new organizational structure 
lor this part of the world, by 
which it is divided into five 
markets: Greece. Middle East / 
Turkey. North VVesi Africa. 
South East Africa. Microsoft 
will continue to do business 
through its offices in Saudi 


WebTV for $429 million last 
month. Even though we don'i 
have set-top boxes in Jordan 
yet. 1 think it is a very attrac¬ 
tive idea in a market where the 
cost of gelling information is 
still high. 

It is also very appealing in a 
low income market like Jordan 
where low budget users want to 
have access to the basic fea¬ 
tures of the Internet le-mail- 
newsgroups. and simple brows¬ 
ing). The idea is also attractive 
for use in schools where TV 
and Internet technologies could 
be merged together, to give stu¬ 
dents better educational content 
in a digital audio visual form. 
The WebTV market promises 


to he a very lucrative one for a 
multitude of sectors. It gives 
all media producers a richer 
way to transmit and convey 
ideas to their viewers. 

In the Middle East, where 
most TV stations are govem- 
inent-run. the main issue will 
he the role of government in 
controlling the content broad¬ 
casted through this new- 
medium. Governments arc 
starting to understand how- 
hard it is to control the Inter¬ 
net Thus. Arab governments 
will face a bit of a dilemma 
wirh the appearance of Arab 
‘web potatoes’. ■ 
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Arabia, Egypt and other 
regional markets. 

Also. Mr Emery Berkin has 
been appointed as general man¬ 
ager of Microsoft Middle East 
& Turkey. He will be responsi¬ 
ble for Microsoft activities in 
Saudi Arabia, the Gulf Slates. 
Egypt and Turkey. 

Mr Ahmed Chami, the previ¬ 
ous acneral manager of Micro¬ 
soft Middle East, will return to 
Morocco to act as the manager 
of the North West African 
market. 

Novell ‘Connect to the Net’ 
• To encourage users to move 
to IntranetWare. Novell has 
introduced a program called 
'Connect to the Net'. The idea is 
to give users the best out of 
their network. IntranetWare 
will improve network adminis¬ 
tration. lower costs and it 
should put a network on ‘the 
safe side of the Internet’. ’Hie 
program provides a specific 
solution for Intemet/Intranei 
needs. Upon buying Intranet¬ 
Ware from Novell, users get 
free email, a special web site 
design offer and much more. 
For more information. Novell 
'Connect to the Net' package is 
available For only a limited 
period of time. For more infor- 
i maiion. contact Novell Middle 
East at telephone + 971 4 
! 316444 or fax + 971 4 319248. 
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The lack of a vision for 
‘partnership’ 

RELATIONS BETWEEN compufer compamesand Stefcci jF/S; 
tomers in Jordan obviously lack the ^partnership 
When a company or corporation se ^ ct5 f 2^Sh?i^^Sf- 
tion technology provider, M.rmpprtant.paijw^R^^^. 
by which the supplier’s skills and 
mining factor in the.compames^su^s and' 

For example^ banks cannot handle 

time’ so it is very important that a - . 
contracted to solve computer-related 
order to minimize losses which may run into the thou?ajig».£ 

customer, especially "ajor customers^ 
should continue as long as the: supplier delivers 
wrvice exoected. In a way, both companies grow togema-. .. ; ,- f . 
SC What seera to be happening in Jordan is that- 
far too price sensitive, this is to be expected m om«^en 
there is low economic activity in the country. howevetpmqSt, 
major customers are shifting from 

another based on savings that are negligible. If thK&cuscom 

ere where to examine the bigger^ h at“ 
hidden costs involved in the shift because it will take a wtjue. 

for the new supplier to get to grips 
tion. Time, of course, costs money. Also, most newr sjpp 
come in to ‘overhaul’ the computer system 
work according to their information technology techniques^. 

^Anyway!^ iTonly normal for Jordanii^o^irations rO 
changetheir computer supplier, if not satisfied 
vice received; but it has to be remembered, here hat creaung... 
relatively marginal savings is noVfgood enough reason. « s. 7 . 
simply not a sound information management poncy-H.,. 

********** 

A word of credit to the free zones 

A NUMBER of Jordanian computer companies are involved id 
the process of re-exporting certain imported computer hardware 
and equipment, either due lo their position as regional dealers of* 
particular brands or simply because there are neighboring mar¬ 
kets that do not have direct access.to products from jnenr.; 
sources. One of the most prominent regional PC I-dealers was 
in Jordan spoke to me on the ‘encouraging levels of semce big 
company receives ar the Aqaba and Zerqa free zones. - ■■ .- 

Apparently, goods can arrive in the free zones ana depart 
for their destination abroad or in neighboring countriesjyitniq.'- 
the same day. This is of great .importance to regional dealers -I 
based in Jordan who need to be able to satisfy .the needs of -1 
other markets quickly by securing fast delivery. . ' - V 

Jordanian computer and-information technology companies 
are amongst the most experienced in the region. specifiraJly m> 
Levant markets (Joirian. Syria. Lebanon. Palestinian Temto-_ ; 
ries), so it would be a normal step forward for some of our 
companies to be appointed as regional dealers covering tne 
Middle East out of Amman. For this to work, a number.of * 
governmental authorities have to provide the efficiency, 
required and levels of service expected The efficiency or our* 
free zones provide an important incentive for companies to. 
use Jordan as a base for their business in the region. Where, 
goods coming to the Middle East land in Jordan first, before, 
re-exporL it is beneficial to our local economy in many way* 

Also, the moves to develop our free zones contribute ip turn-.: 
ing Jordan into a trade hub. r 

Who knows, maybe, just maybe. Jordan can attract some ot. , 
the attention that hubs like Dubai do. especially in theooin*\. 

outer and information technology sectors. ■ 
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Top soccer stars to play 
in Baresi’s farewell 
match 


MILAN, Italy—Several world soccer 
greats—some recently retired—will play 
in Milan in a farewell match for former 
AC Milan and national team captain 
Franco Baresi. 

Officials of the Milan team 
said Tuesday that Argen¬ 
tine star Diego Mara¬ 
dona, Brazilians 

Antonio Careca, 

Romano and Zico, 

Germany’s Mathias 
Sammer, 

Mexican striker 
Hugo Sanchez and 
Spain's Emilio Butragneno and Michel 


will start for the “Rest of the World” 
squad which will play an 
AC Milan team 28 
. October. 

Among those who will 
join Baresi on the Milan 
V J team is the Dutch trio or 
£ Marco Van Baste n, Ruud 

^ Gullit and Frank 

Rijkaard. 

Baresi, one of the world’s best 
defenders, retired at the end of the last 
season to join AC MB an management 
The game will be played to benefit 
UNICEF, the United Nations Interna¬ 
tional Children’s Emergency Fund. ■ 


n 

r. 

a 

N 

d 

d 

d 

n 

r. 

A 

n 

J. 

n 

€ 

c 

k 

b 

n 

d 

n 

n 

P 

r 

n 


More Internet Hours? 

NO PROBLEM-. CALL NETS AT 5510101 

We give you more time on the Internet for a lot less 
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16 free hours 
on tne Internet 
daily 





\ THE HOME PUN 


THE BUSINESS PUN 

For one unbeatable 

y. 

For one unbeatable 

price.gee daily access 
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pnce.get daily access 

to the Internet 


to the Internet 

from 5pm to 9am 


from midnight to 6pm 

plus full access to 


plus full access to 

NETS Online 
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NETS Online 


6am 
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18 free hours 
on tne Internet 
daily 


Go ahead, indulge yourself. 

Subscribe to two feature-packed services at one unbeatable price. 
Call NETS at 5510101 or email infb@nets.com.jo for details. 
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National Equipment & Tec hnical Services 
orePu^ioneNumionecKOiCE 
Telephone: £510101 Fax; 5510102 http://wwwjiets.com.jo 


Villeneuve to clinch 
title at Suzuka ? 




CANADIAN JACQUES Villc- 
neuve returns 10 the Suzuka 
track in Japan for the second 
year in succession with a 
chance of capturing the world 
title. He only has 10 finish in 
from of his great rival Michael 
Schumacher, in a points scor¬ 
ing position, ai the penultimate 
round of ihe Formula One 
World Championship ai 
Suzuka on Sunday 12 October 
to clinch ihe 1997 World Driv¬ 
ers' Championship 111 Suzuka. 

Villeneuve. driving ihe Roth¬ 
mans Williams Renault, has 
won the last two grands prix at 
the A 1-Ring and the Nurbur- 
gring to open up a nine point 
advantage over Schumacher. 
Even if they end up on equal 
points following ihe Iasi round 
of the championship al Jerez in 
Spain on 26 October. Villc- 
neuve will clinch ihe title 
because he will have won more 
grands prix than Schumacher 
this season. 

”1 think Suzuka is a great 
track and I love driving there.” 
explained Villeneuve. after his 
triumph in Germany, “i'vc just 
got to finish one point in from 
of Michael lo clinch (he title. 
We go into the race full of con¬ 
fidence because we have pulled 
hack 19 world championship 
points on Michael in (he Iasi 
iwo races. Our plan will be 10 


qualify well and make sure I 
finish in from of Michael.” 

Villeneuve has plenty of 
experience at racing ai Suzuka 
and in Japan. In 1992 he com¬ 
peted in ihe Japanese Formula 
Three championship. He fin¬ 
ished second in the champion¬ 
ship. winning three races. His 
Williams 1 cam-male Heinz- 
Harald Frenrzen has finished 
third in the last four grands 
prix. He also has experience of 
Japanese racing after compet¬ 
ing in the 1993 Japanese For¬ 
mula 3000 Championship. 

Formula One grand prix rac¬ 
ing started in Japan in 1976 at 
the Fuji circuit. Eleven years 
later Suzuka staged its first 
grand prix race which was won 
by Gerhard Berger driving the 
Ferrari. The Japanese Grand 
Prix has often been the final or 
penultimate race of the season 
and consequently the world 
title has often been decided at 
the demanding 5.864km (3.64 
miles) circuit. Last year was a 
prime example when Dnmon 
Hili clinched (he world title 
from his Rothmans Williams 
Renault team-mate Villeneuve. 
Hill won the race, his second 
grand prix success at Suzuka, 
while Villeneuve retired when 
he lost a wheel on the 36th lap 
of the 52-lap race. 

The Suzuka circuit, situated 


between Nagoya and Osaka, is 
unique in grand prix racing 
because it features a figure of 
eight configuration. The circuit 


has a reputation of testing both 
drivers and cars to their limit. ■- 
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